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GERONIMO SPRINGS MUSEUM •211 MAIN STREET • TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES, NM

One of the most popular tourist attractions 
in Sierra County, NM, located in downtown 
Truth or Consequences, is Geronimo Springs 
Museum. It hosts thousands of visitors every 
year from all over the world, bringing attention 
to the fascinating history of southwestern New 
Mexico.
A community effort begun in 1971 with the 

local Rotary Club holding the first pancake 
breakfast earning $300, community support and 
fundraising efforts reached a total of more than 
$60,000, enabling the museum to open its doors 
to the public during the 1972 Fiesta. Since then, 
it has continued to grow. The vast majority of 
the items on exhibit were donated by community 
members and citizens interested in preserving 
the local history.
The mammoth and mastodon skulls in the 

Fossil and Mineral Room were found here in 
Sierra County, remnants of the distant past. 
Geology exhibits of rocks, many from the local 
area, are also displayed.
A life-size statue of Geronimo highlights 

the Apache room. Also on exhibit are early 
Apache baskets and history of the Warm Springs 
Apaches, who once lived in this area and bathed 
in our wonderful hot mineral waters.
The Hispanic Heritage room focuses on displays 

of the early farming communities that settled in 
the mid-1880s, in addition to the historic Jornada 

Geronimo Springs Museum - One of the Southwest’s Best
del Muerto portion of El Camino Real that passes 
near here. It was the major north-south route 
from Mexico City to Santa Fe since established 
by Juan de Onate in 1598 and an integral part of 
the settlement of the Southwest.
The Ranch Rooms depict ranch life during the 

late 1800s to early 1900s, with many old tools 
and household items on display. The walls of 
one room are decorated with many of the brands 
of Sierra County residents and the chuck box 

was used by one of the more prominent Sierra 
County ranches. The Wilson Room has exhibits 
and photographs from the early founding of Hot 
Springs and other Sierra County communities, 
showing what life was like “back then.” Included 
are the first bank teller’s cage and many old-style 
business machines.
The Pottery Room has a world-class collection 

of early pottery dating from AD 200 to AD 
See MUSEUM on Page C3

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK & HAMILTON MILITARY MUSEUM
Dedicated in Nov. 2003, the Veterans Memorial Park and Hamilton Military Museum is located at 996 S. Broadway in 
TorC. “The Wall That Heals” speaks not only to the loss, but of the lives of 58,420 people named. The Museum is a living 
memorial and history of our country.
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MUSEUM
Continued from Page C2
1540, including much of the Mimbres black-on-
white. There is a large collection of arrowheads, 
effigies, tools and ornaments from the prehistoric 
people inhabiting the high desert mountains and 
valleys of southwestern New Mexico. There are 
also pieces of contemporary pottery on display 
to show how the traditions have continued.
The log cabin off the Pottery Room was 

donated by the U.S. Forest Service and moved to 
its present location from the Gila National Forest 
in 1992. It was built as a miner’s cabin in the 
early 1900s. Museum volunteers dismantled the 
cabin log by log, numbered them, and accurately 
rebuilt it on its present site
There are two Military Rooms encompassing 

military history from the 1850s to the present. In 
one room, displays of artifacts from early forts 
pay tribute to the importance of the military 
presence in the settlement of the area. In another 
room, local area veterans are honored for their 
contributions to making this nation what it is 
today. Their stories are told as individuals who 
endured what had to be done to serve their 
fellow man.
The Community Room was funded through the 

generosity of the Hot Springs Women’s Club, an 
organization of ladies who felt that such a room 
was needed for meetings and gatherings in the 
town. They provided funds for the remodeling 
of the room and furnishing of the kitchen. The 
room is rented out for parties, showers, meetings 
and other functions to help offset the expense 
of museum operations. Art displays of work by 
local and regional artists highlight the gallery 
walls. The displays change monthly and may be 
either works for sale or collections for exhibit 
only.
In 1977, the Ralph Edwards Wing was added. 

The Ralph Edwards Room holds memorabilia 
of the early Fiesta years, mementos of Edwards 
early life and the story of the name change. 
Continuously playing videos alternate between 
excerpts of early Truth or Consequences 

PIONEER STORE MUSEUM
Located in Chloride, NM, the Pioneer Store Museum was built in 1880. The store carried all items needed for the families 
of the silver miners and ranchers. A fascinating museum, beautiful drive and other historic buildings make this a great 
choice to visit.

BLACK RANGE MUSEUM
Owned and operated by the Hillsboro Historical Society, the Black Range Museum is located in Hillsboro, NM. The 
focus of the museum is mining, ranching, cultural and natural history of the region encompassing Hillsboro, Kingston 
and Lake Valley.

television shows and Ralph Edwards narrating 
memories of the early years. Several 1950s 
Fiesta dresses are on display, as well as pictures 
of all the Fiesta Queens.
Four huge paintings by Delmas Howe highlight 

the Heritage Room. They depict the four cultures 
that contributed to the history and settlement of 
the Southwest: Apache, Spaniard, Mexican and 
Cowboy. There are four sculptured bronzes 
by Hivana Leyendecker on the same subject 
matter. Also in the room are the “Turf Club” bar, 
Eugene Rhodes display, Old Time Fiddlers Hall 
of Fame, and a collection of hand carved wood 
statues paying tribute to the early explorers and 
Native American culture.
Fiesta 2002 brought the dedication of the 

Windmill Patio and Geronimo Trail Interpretive 
and Visitor Center. These were added through 
a grant obtained by the Geronimo Trail Scenic 
Byway, one of 27 scenic byways in New 
Mexico. The Interpretive Center was another 
historic building that was renovated, and 
contains displays on the history and attractions 
of all the communities in Sierra County, as well 
as tourist information from the local area and 
around the state. The Windmill Patio has a full-
sized ranch windmill, dedicated to the memory 
of Bill Johnson, in a rural setting where visitors 
can sit and enjoy the patio.
The Gift Shop has a wide assortment of 

books on Sierra County and southwestern New 
Mexico, USGS topographical maps, unique gift 
ideas and collectible souvenirs. The volunteers 
and staff are always ready to assist shoppers and 
information seekers.
Items on display in front of the museum include 

a freight wagon that hauled freight from Engle 
to the mining towns, the pump from Cutter that 
provided water for the steam locomotives, and 
one of the original turbine runners from the 
Elephant Butte Dam hydroelectric plant.
Geronimo Springs Museum houses the history 

of Sierra County in more than just artifacts. 
There is a reference library of documents, 
books and photographs on the local area that 
is frequently used by researchers, authors, 
historians, students and the general public. 
There is an ever-growing collection of audio 
and video oral history interviews. This museum 
is an evolving establishment that is constantly 
acquiring additional items of significance to the 
history of the area, expanding its displays and 
meeting the needs of the visitors who enjoy it.

***
THE HERALD

Sierra County’s Favorite Newspaper!
www.theheraldtorc.com
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EXPANDED CAPACITY!

Call (575) 521–3000

Fastwave has Expanded
Capacity by 500%
Improved coverage
In Williamsburg and
Elephant Butte

Fastwave offers 
highspeed Internet 

access at various levels 
to suit your home or 

business budget:

Basic - Up to 3Mbps
for $50/month

Premium 6 - Up to 6Mbps
for $65/month

Premium 9 - Up to 9Mbps
for $80/month

Premium 12 - Up to 12Mbps

Louie Gonzalez
Local Technician 575.915.7034

Business services such as static IP 
addresses and website

hosting are available for 
$15/month. Contact us today to see 

how easy it is to get online!

LAKE VALLEY SCHOOLHOUSE & MUSEUM
The Lake Valley Schoolhouse and museum is located in Sierra County’s true ghost town. Silver mining boomtown 
was named after ancient Lake Beds nearby. The site includes a chapel, several old homes, the cemetery and the old 
schoolhouse, dating from 1904.

KINGSTON SCHOOLHOUSE MUSEUM
8 Water Street, Kingston – An exciting glimpse into school days of long ago. Inquire here regarding Tours of Kingston 
Main Street of 1890. 

Listen to:

Sierra County Breaking News
Furnished by The Herald

Hot Mineral Waters
The hot mineral baths truly are what started it 

all.
In 1950, during a story conference in a radio 

network’s board room, Ralph Edwards said, 
“I could wish that some town in the United 
States liked and respected our show so much 
that it would like to change its name to Truth or 
Consequences.”
That wish quickly reached New Mexico’s bureau 

of tourism in Santa Fe and, almost as quickly, 
was transmitted to Burton Roach - cattleman, 
state senator and, at that time, manager of the 
Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce.
“Here’s a chance,” the state tourism officials 

said, “to get your mineral baths advertised all 
over the U. S. every Saturday night for free.”
That was all “Super Booster” Roach needed. 

More quickly than you can say, “We’ll be back 
right after this message,” he had local bathhouse 
owners and other business persons lined up and 
backing a city election to officially change the 
city’s name.
The hot mineral water is heated naturally. In 

fact, the entire downtown business section floats 
upon a thick layer of sand and quicksand which, 
in turn, covers a huge pool of 110 degree water.
The Apache Indians knew about the water, as 

did their ancestors before them, and told the 
Spaniards who traversed and settled the area 
before the American cattleman and farmer 
moved in for their
benefits. Some of the tales about the medicinal 

qualities of the baths undoubtedly were 
exaggerated, but they couldn’t have stretched 
the truth any more than the fabled Seven Cities 
of Cibola, the cities of gold which attracted the 
Spanish (they turned out to be Indian Pueblos 
of adobe viewed from a distance in the golden 
Southwestern sun).
Almost all of the pueblos the explorers saw 

have disappeared, but the mud springs which 
gave youthful, uplifting spirit to those who took 
the baths are still flowing, even the Ponce de 
Leon spring in Truth or Consequences’ Yucca 
Lodge.
Everett Reb, writing in the Chaparral Guide 

several years ago, said no one seems to know 
just how the strongest of all the area’s springs 
came to be known as Geronimo Spring, although 
there is no doubt that the Apache war chief was 
in this area and knew of its existence.
He was a good friend of Victorio, chief of the 

Ojo Caliente (Warm Springs) Apaches who 
inhabited this area, and the two spent some time 
together, as both were captured here at about the 
same time by the U. S. Army.
So important were the springs to the Indians 

that the area surrounding them, by unwritten 
law, was considered neutral territory.
No matter how often the different tribes warred 

with one another, the fighting ceased within the 
areas where the springs are located.
Some of the springs were said to have specific 

medicinal properties by the Indians.
Some were attributed with the power to cure 

skin diseases, while others took the ache from 
swollen joints.
The greatest cure of all was said to be the white 

mud found in some springs, which was said to 
have electric power. Women who used it as a 
face pack, it was said, would be transformed into 
beauties after only a few treatments.
Despite the fame of the hot springs, very little 

development of the area occurred until about 
1856 when four Spanish families settled at Las 
Palomas Hot Springs.
The first bathtub, crude though it may have 

been, is believed to have been chipped out of 
stone by Union soldiers stationed here during 
the Civil War.

***

BATHING IN THE WATERS - These cowboys are bathing 
in the hot mineral springs around 1929.
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Truth or Consequences / Sierra County 
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Hwy 195, Elephant Butte
at the Elephant Butte Inn

Lunch 11am–5pm
Dinner 5pm–9pm

Sunday Breakfast Menu
Available 7am–11am

Your Neighborhood Bar & Grill
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2260 N. Date
Old K–Bob's Bldg
575.894.0147

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT!

Breakfast Available
Every Morning
7 Days A Week

6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Mon. & Tues.
6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Wed. thru Sun.
6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

7

PACIFIC
GRILL
800 Date Street
TorC, NM 87901
(575) 894.soup

OPEN TUES THRU SUN • 11 A.M. TO 8 P.M. CLOSED MONDAY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS SERVED TILL 3 P.M.

DINNER MENU STARTING AT 3 P.M.
304 South Pershing Street

For Takeout Call (575) 740.7804

www.latitude33torc.com

9

�

8
575.297.4488

303 Jones St. TorC, NM

email: herald@torcherald.com
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Quick Cash.....
As near as your phone!

THE MONEY MAN, INC.
375 S. Foch, P.O. Box 632
Truth or Consequences,
New Mexico 87901
(575) 894-6611

Bill Howell - Owner/Manager
Mario Maez - Assistant Manager

Kirk Bauer
District Manager

Off: (575) 894-9077
Fax: (575) 894-0757

AMIN
,
S

HOME FURNISHINGS
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• New Setups
• Network Drives/Printers
• Maintenance/Repairs
• Wifi Hotspots
• Backup Solutions
• Video Surveillance
(with remote viewing

• Much More
• Over 10 years experience

CALL LOUIE (575) 915-7034

3 0 3 GALLERY
Susan Buhler

Owner

Art and Antiques
Hours: Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

or Call for Appointment 281.615.9654

Desert Flower Florist
& Tuxedo Rental

Toll Free 1.855.229.0042

894–7617 • 508 Broadway
TorC, NM 87901

OPEN TUES THRU SUN • 11 A.M. TO 8 P.M. CLOSED MONDAY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS SERVED TILL 3 P.M.

DINNER MENU STARTING AT 3 P.M.
304 South Pershing Street

For Takeout Call (575) 740.7804

www.latitude33torc.com

FAMILY FUNERAL HOME, INC.

SIERRA CREMATORY, L.L.C.

William "Bill" Kirikos

303 N. Cedar St.
P. O. Box 112

Truth or Consequences,
NM 87901

Telephone
(575) 894–2574
Facsimile

(575) 894–6815

email: herald@torcherald.com

There are many interesting things to see along 
the Geronimo Trail in Sierra County. A side 
trip to Engle takes visitors to the remains of 
the old railroad town, once a bustling shipping 
center of over 2,000 people that now has four 
buildings left. The Jornada del Muerto portion 
of the Camino Real del Tierra Adentro passed 
through here, and now Spaceport America is 
being constructed to the south.
Elephant Butte Lake, at the time of construction 

(1911 - 1916) was the largest man-made 
impounded body of water in the United States. 
It was built for flood control and irrigation 
purposes, and provides water for farm lands 
along the Rio Grande valley in New Mexico, 

SIDE TRIPS ON THE GERONIMO TRAIL
Texas and Mexico. It is the only body of water 
under international boundary regulations. 
Elephant Butte Lake State Park is now the most 
popular state park in New Mexico, with an 
abundance of water sports available.
A trip along NM 52 will take you to interesting 

places like Cuchillo, Winston and Chloride. 
These historic old towns have many tales to tell, 
having once been a place where stagecoaches 
stopped and mining towns boomed, which led in 
due course to saloon brawls and shoot-outs. The 
Pioneer Store Museum in Chloride is well worth 
a visit, looking much as it did when it closed as a 
general mercantile store in the 1920s. 
Continuing on the pavement, take NM 59 

all the way to the Beaverhead Forest Service 
workstation, through tall pines and over the 
Continental Divide. Check with the Forest 
Service office on road conditions during the 
winter, as roads can become snow packed and 
impassible.
South of Truth or Consequences along NM 187, 

the drive takes you to Caballo Lake and then the 
farming communities along the river valley. 
Travelers along this picturesque route will see 
irrigated fields of onions, chili, sorghum, and 
other seasonal crops as well as many pecan 
orchards.
NM 152 will lead you into the Black Range 

See TRAIL on Page C7
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Telephone
(575) 894.6611

P. O. Box 632
Truth or Consequences, N.M. 87901

Automotive Service
and Repair

Certified Technicians
Charlie and Kim Skinner

Owners

301 Rock Canyon Rd.
Elephant Butte, NM 87935

575•744•5487

C & K

Ekmar Abstract & Title Co.

1500 North Date St.
Post Office Box 4000 • Truth or Consequences, NM 87901

Serving Sierra County for Over 60 Years
Renee Stamper, Manager

(575) 894–7886 • FAX: (575) 894–7994
info@ekmartitle.com
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Mexico Auto & Boat Insurance

LaNeer Wrye
Owner/Qualifying Broker

807 Warm Springs Blvd., Elephant Butte, NM

(575)740�2711
Email: laneerwrye@yahoo.com

MOBILE VEHICLE WASHING

We Come to Your Home, Office or to Your Jobsite
Mike Harrelson
General Manager

PO Box 1986
Elephant Butte, NM 87935

575.740.2037
termn8ther411@yahoo.com

Free Estimates

������
LANDSCAPE & FENCING
SPRING TIME
SPECIALS!

575.744.4009 575.740.4045
575.636.5241

THEWINDSHIELD DOCTOR
* Talk to us about getting your free windshield

Freddie & Lisa Bierner
Owners�� ����

���� ���
�����
������

Appliance Clinic
903 Myrtle Street

Is proud to announce that
Jared Cunningham is our

new Major Household Appliance
Repair Manager

NEW HOURS: 9 am to 5 pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday
We Now Service & Repair
LG & Samsung Applices

575.894.2100

email: herald@torcherald.com

TRAIL
Continued from Page C6
Mountains and the mining towns of Hillsboro and 
Kingston. South of Hillsboro is the ghost town 
of Lake Valley, where the BLM has caretakers 
protecting the property. These towns were all 
major communities in the mining boom days of 
the 1880s and 1890s. Lake Valley had the richest 
vein of silver ever discovered. Hillsboro was the 
first county seat of Sierra County and the ruins 
of the original courthouse are still standing. At 
the height of the silver boom, Kingston was the 
largest city in the State of New Mexico, with a 
population of over 7,000 people during the mid-
1890s.
Past Kingston is one of the most challenging 

and scenic drives in the world: Highway 152 
twists and turns as it climbs more than 4,000 
feet in nine miles. The view from the summit, 
Emory Pass Vista, is incomparable on a clear 
day, where the view shed is over 50 miles 
looking back toward Caballo Lake and the 
Caballo Mountains. If the weather is clear and 
you know where to look, you can see Elephant 
Butte Dam.
If you are in the area long enough and want 

to venture further, there are many other 
excursions you can take. The Camino Real 
International Heritage Center is between Truth 
or Consequences and Socorro, Fort Craig ruins 
are nearby, and the Bosque del Apache wildlife 
refuge is a must-see for birdwatchers during the 

winter. West of Magdalena, the Very Large Array 
radio telescope communicates with outer space, 
and has been used as a location site in several 
movies. To the west, the Gila Cliff Dwellings 
give you an insight into the life of the prehistoric 
people who lived in the mountains and farmed 
the valleys, raising corn, beans and squash. 
Between Hatch and Las Cruces are the ruins of 

Fort Selden, another site with interesting historic 
tidbits.  East of Las Cruces, the White Sands 
National Monument has miles and miles of 
gypsum dunes that you can drive through. This 
also has been used as a location site in movies. 
Southwestern New Mexico is truly an enchanted 

part of the state.
***

Specialty Printing • Receipt Books
Business Cards • Envelopes

Stationery • Booklets

575.894.2143 • 1204 North Date St.
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK. CALL OUR PROFESSIONAL AGENTS OR COME SEE US!

Jeanette Stevenson
575–740–0339

MEMBER SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF REALTORS

(575) 744–5283
507 Highway 195 • P. O. Box 450 • Elephant Butte, NM 87935

SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

www.homesteaders–realty.com

EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

Cathy Vickers,
Broker 575–740–0003

Rachel Woodard
575–740–0012

Cathy Vickers
575–740–0003

Rachel Woodard
575–740–0012

CELEBRATE
ST. PATRICK’S

DAY, MARCH 17

407 Dove Ave: 2 bedroom 2.5 bath home on large fenced lot. 
Attached 3 car garage. Open living area, cozy wood burning 
fireplace in the livingroom. Property is priced to sell, motivated 
seller. $135,000 Call Rachel. MLS 20181417.

526 Ontario: Pride of ownership shows through out this 1774 
sq ft 3BD/2BA home in Elephant Butte. Large 140X168 fenced 
lot with plenty of room for all the lake toys. Enjoy the beautiful 
lake views and 4th of July Fireworks from the comfort of your 
own home. $149,900. MLS 20181257.

1107 Skyline: 2 Bedroom 2 bath A Frame home. Enjoy the 
beautiful lake view from the upstairs deck. Property offers 2 
large decks, attached carport and 1 car garage, large fenced 1 
acre lot, plenty of room for all the lake toys. This is a must see 
and priced to sell at $129,000. MLS 20181238.

505 N Juniper: Fixer upper on corner fenced lot. Property is 
90x70. Close to downtown shopping and Hot Mineral Baths. 
$47,000. MLS 20181168.

408 Catfish: Pride of ownership show through out this 1768 Sq 
Ft 3 bedroom 2 bath Manufactured Home. Beautiful Lake views 
from the front deck. Large 0.46 acre lot plenty of room for all the 
lake toys. Home offers 2 living areas, formal dining area, cabinet 
filled kitchen. $199,000. MLS 20181064.

538 Lakeshore Dr: Beautiful lake views from this 4 bedroom 2 
bath home. Open living area, with lake views from the upstairs 
covered deck. Property offers mature fruit trees, detached 2 car 
garage, fenced yard, RV parking, plenty of room for all the lake 
toys. $169,000. MLS 20181013

email: herald@torcherald.com

108 Calle Del Monte - at the Lake.  A great weekender -  MFG 
home with a 30 x 40 garage with 10’ door! Home offers 2BR, 
1BA, eat in kitchen, neat, clean and very well taken care of. Lot 
is completely fenced. Must see. Priced at $79,000.00 Call Cathy. 
MLS 20181642.  

207 Calle Del 
Monte. A Mfg 
home at the Lake 
in immaculate 
condition. Over 
1380 sq ft of 
living area, tape 
& textured, wall of 
windows maximize 
the view, dining 
area, living room, 
office/3rd BR, utility 
room, refrigerated air. Trex deck, 40 x 30 garage - 4 car garage 
w/metal roof. All of this on a .404 ac completely fenced lot that is 
manicured to near perfection!  A MUST SEE. Priced at $143,000. 
Call Cathy. MLS 20181662.

801 Magnolia - T or C. This MFG home has been VERY well 
take care of, built in 2006 and offers over 1560 sq ft of living area, 
3BR, 2BA, office, utility room, spacious kitchen with an island, 
refrigerated air, fresh paint and new carpet.  Low maintenance 
corner lot. 2 car garage (heat/cool) and carport. Home is assessed 
as real property with Title de-activated for easier financing. Priced 
to sell at $119,000. Call Cathy. MLS 20181694. 

604 Skyline Dr - at the Lake.  A very nice home offering over 
2130 sq ft of living area, spacious kitchen, formal dining room, 
living room w/wood burning fireplace, utility room, 3 BR, 2BA. 
Master suite w/jetted tub, walk in closet. VIEW OF THE LAKE to 
enjoy when sitting on front covered porch. A 1 car attached, 2 
car detached garage and an RV Port! Lots of room for all toys on 
this nearly one acre lot. Priced to sell. $179,000. Call Cathy. MLS 
20181823.

505 N. Riverside.  Enjoy the peaceful sound of the river running, 
or the weekend groups of friends “floating the river”  from the 
sunroom of  this cute 2BR, 1BA Mfg home. Mature trees for 
shade, large lot - plenty of room to expand and/or store all toys! 
Priced to sell at $124,000. Call Cathy. MLS 20181847.

369 Hot Springs 
Landing, EB. If 
you are looking for 
a property with a 
fantastic view of the 
Lake, this may work! 
Steps away from the 
beach, this property 
offers over 1340 sq 
ft of living area, 2 
spacious B/R’s and 
baths. Large living 
room, dining room, 
cabinet filled kitchen, 
separate utility room, ref. air. Covered deck, .6 acre fenced lot 
- plenty of room for all toys. Priced to sell at 169,000. Call Cathy. 
MLS 20180445.

Elephant Butte Lake State Park
The switch that sent current from the whirling 

generators at Elephant Butte Dam to light the city of 
Hot Springs (present-day Truth or Consequences) 
was thrown into position on Nov. 14, 1940. The 
finishing touches to the hydroelectric power plant 
were completed on Dec. 14,1966.
With the completion of the project, the Elephant 

Butte Powerplant became the 28th installation 
constructed by the Bureau of Reclamation in the 
17 western state areas.
The first Bureau of Reclamation power plant was 

constructed in 1906 at the Roosevelt Dam site on 
the Salt River Valley Project, in Arizona to supply 
power for construction purposes.
The first Reclamation project to provide 

commercial power directly to a municipality was 
the Strawberry Valley Project where a 3 1/2-mile 
long transmission line was completed in 1909 to 
serve Spanish Fork, Utah.
The sale of surplus power for commercial 

purposes was predicted in the provisions of a 
congressional act in 1906, which authorized the 
Secretary of the Interior to lease any surplus power 
or power privilege for a period not exceeding 10 
years, giving preference to municipal purposes. 
The federal policy, which has been expanded and 
broadened by many subsequent acts of Congress, 
gives preference in the sale of power generated 
from federal projects to municipalities and other 
publicly-owned bodies.
By 1950, the Bureau of Reclamation had 

constructed 70 power plants in the West which 
were generating 19 billion kilowatt hours annually. 
These plants, which were providing electric 
current for urban and rural homes, and peace-time 
industries, also returned more than $119 billion in 
net revenue between 1909 and 1949.
The Elephant Butte Powerplant is indicative of 

a special type of coordination for the generation 
of hydroelectric power and the meeting of exact 
requirements for the irrigation of agricultural 
lands.
Elephant Butte Reservoir stores a run-off of 2.197 

million acre feet of water. The power installation 
of the Elephant Butte plant includes three 11,500 
horsepower turbines rated at 257 revolutions per 
minute under the weighted average head of 140 
feet and capable of developing 4,000 horsepower 
each under a minimum head of 73 feet.
Generating equipment in the Elephant Butte 

powerhouse consists of three 9,000-kilovolt, 60 
cycle, 6,900 volt, vertical shaft, synchronous 
water wheel-type generators. The plant generates 
approximately 100 million kilowatt hours annually 

with an estimated lead factor of 60 percent.
Before the installation of power facilities could be 

started on the Rio Grande Project, it was necessary 
to build a re-regulating reservoir downstream from 
Elephant Butte Dam. Water supply regulation is 
provided by Caballo Dam, completed in 1938, 
and located on the Rio Grande 22 miles below 
Elephant Butte Dam. Caballo Dam is an earth-
fill embankment 97 feet high and 5,590 feet long, 
including its spillway.
Caballo Reservoir, with a live storage capacity 

of 360,000 acre feet, enables the three generators 
at Elephant Butte to carry loads in the most 
effective and efficient manner while still meeting 
requirements for irrigation, since the reservoir 
provides regulation of water for agricultural 
needs.
The project plant is housed in a large concrete and 

steel structure immediately below Elephant Butte 
Dam, completed in 1916. Elephant Butte Dam is 
a rubble concrete straight gravity type structure, 
306 feet high with an overall length of 1,674 feet, 
including the spillway.
Transmission lines now radiate from the power 

plant to serve Las Cruces, Truth or Consequences, 
Deming, Central, Alamogordo, Holloman Air 
Force Base, White Sands Missile Range, Ruidoso, 
Socorro and El Paso, Texas.
Improvements and extensions to the Rio Grande 

Project’s hydroelectric power system are in line 
with similar work on many other multiple-purpose 
Reclamation projects throughout the West.
Although generation of power on Reclamation 

projects has become an integral part of the 
work performed by the Bureau of Reclamation 
to conserve western water resources, power 
generation is a by-product, as the storage of water 
for irrigation remains the primary objective of this 
federal service.

***

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS - Elephant Butte Lake 
State Park and Caballo Lake State Park are the two 
largest tourist attractions in Sierra County.


