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Balloon Regatta Joins Elephant Days

By Kelly W. Cauffman
The Fifth Annual Elephant Days will also include a Balloon Regatta and Glow both Saturday and Sunday morning, September 8-9.
“The balloons will be staged and lighted at the
Elephant Days grounds Friday and Saturday
nights,” according to organizer
Al Lowenstein.
The balloons
are scheduled
to lift off from
Lions Beach at
7 a.m., Saturday
and Sunday.
“Of
course
it depends on
the
weather,
but for the past
five years we
have had great
weather. Perhaps I should not have said that,”
Lowenstein laughs.
The first flight was completed in Paris, France,
by Jean-Francois Pilatre de Rozier and Francois
Laurent d’Arlandes on November 21, 1783.
This flight made hot air balloon technology the
oldest successful human-carrying flight technology.
Observers can see how beautiful and graceful

a hot-air balloon floats across the skies. But
do you know what makes them so graceful in
flight? A hot air balloon consists of a bag called
the envelope that is capable of containing heated
air. Suspended beneath is a gondola or wicker
basket, which carries passengers and (usually) a
source of heat,
in most cases
an open flame.
The heated air
inside the envelope makes
it
buoyant
since it has a
lower density
than the relatively cold air
outside
the
envelope.
In
today’s
sport balloons,
the envelope is generally made from nylon
fabric, and the mouth of the balloon (closest
to the burner flame) is made from fire resistant
material, such as Nomex. Beginning in the mid1970s, balloon envelopes have been made in all
kinds of shapes, such as hot dogs, rocket ships,
and the shapes of commercial products, though
the traditional shape remains popular for most
non-commercial, and many commercial, appli-

cations.
The cost of
these balloons
are comparable
to new car, used
car. The balloons can range
anywhere from
$30,000
to
$45,000. When
asked about the
cost of putting
a balloon in
flight, Lowenstein answered,
“With the cost of gas, insurance, depreciation,
repairs and other factors, the cost can range
around $150 per flight.”
There will be approximately 15 balloons from
Albuquerque, Colorado and Mexico at this
year’s event.
Lowenstein, who operates a flight school in
Albuquerque, has been flying for more than 15
years, and has enjoyed many experiences.
The community is encouraged to view the
glow on Friday and Saturday night and the take
off at 7 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. There will
be memorabilia available for purchase at liftoff
sites.
***

SIERRA COUNTY’S SOURCE FOR EVERYTHING AUTOMOTIVE!
� FRIENDLY, NO PRESSURE ENVIRONMENT
� LARGEST SELECTION OF NEW AND USED
VEHICLES IN SIERRA COUNTY
� CONVENIENT PARTS AND SERVICE HOURS
� ASE & GM CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
� GENUINE GM PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
� FULL LINE OF AC DELCO BATTERIES
� SERVICE ANY MAKE OR MODEL

Whitehead Chevrolet
2501 S. Broadway
575-894-7155

Whitehead Automotive

Whitehead Towing

901 N. Date
2501 S. Broadway
575-894-0557
575-894-2515
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901

SERVICE WITH A SMILE, MILE AFTER MILE
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2012 Elephant Man Tri Is Rapidly Approaching
By Kori Mannon
Mark your calendars: September 30 is this year’s
date for the annual Elephant Man triathlon – an
intermediate distance triathlon hosted by HEROS
Inc., in Elephant Butte Lake State Park. This grassroots triathlon has become one of the most popular
races in the state, and topnotch athletes and volunteers alike have been preparing for this exciting
event, which is the culmination of five multi-sport
events hosted in Sierra County by this not-for-profit
organization.
Elephant Man Triathlon is also the final race of the
New Mexico Open Water Triathlon series – a series
of seven races that were hosted around New Mexico
– in conjunction with New Mexico State Parks and
three other race directors from Albuquerque, Ft.
Sumner and Santa Rosa. This series allowed athletes
to accumulate points at each event, and overall point
series winners will be announced at Elephant Man.
More than $9,000 in cash and prizes will be awarded to the point series winners. This is an exciting
addition to not only the Elephant Man weekend, but
to the New Mexico triathlon community, as public
entities and private individuals have come together
to collaborate and improve the quality of races and
tourism for rural venues at the same time. Series
organizers hope this is an example that local leaders
will take note of and follow as we try to promote
healthy endeavors throughout the state.
THE COURSE
The challenging and scenic course has not changed
from the inaugural event in 2006. Athletes continue
to find that it brings out the best in them, and unlike
many other courses of this distance, no athlete has
been able to break two hours on the demanding terrain of Sierra County.
The race consists of a 1.0-mile swim in Elephant
Butte Lake (expected water temp of 74 degrees) just
below the main entrance to the state park between

Marina del Sur and the dirt dam. As water levels
continue to drop at this venue, organizers have not
yet been able to select the exact swim course or
transition run, but rest assured, it will be beautiful
and brutally difficult at the same time.
Athletes then transition to a hilly and challenging, but scenic, 26.5-mile bike ride, traveling north
through the city of Elephant Butte, and along the
perimeter of the lake (State Highway 195 and 195P)
before climbing up and out of Monticello Canyon
to the other side of Interstate 25 and returning to
the transition area below the main entrance to the
State Park.
The third and final leg is a unique opportunity to
run six miles across Elephant Butte Dam. The initial and final portions of this out-and-back run take
place along a graded trail just steps from the beach
and campsites. This trail is in better shape than ever,
thanks to continued efforts from the amazing State
Parks staff at Elephant Butte Lake.
THE SCHEDULE
Race weekend is always full of fun activities for
the whole family. It seems everyone’s favorite,
including Race Director Kori Mannon’s, is the
Elephant Kidz youth triathlon slated for Saturday,
September 29, at 5 p.m. This youth race, just like
its parent event, will be sanctioned by USAT (USA
Triathlon Association), and will include a shallow
depth open water swim, a bike leg and a run leg, all

graded in distance for age divisions. The age divisions will be based on the participant’s age on Dec.
31, 2012 (USAT guidelines) and consist of 5-6 year
old, 7-8 year old, 9-10 year old, 11-12 year old, 1314 year old, and 15-16 year old divisions for both
boys and girls.
All participants’ parents or guardians must complete an Elephant Kids registration form (which will
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Make Us Your Headquarters for
Elephant Days & Balloon Regatta

Ivory Spa and Salon
***********
Ivory Tusk Tavern
and Restaurant
**********
575.744.5431
ebresort.com

Continued on next page
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be available online by September 1) and a USAT
waiver. Registration for the youth race will begin
onsite (Marina del Sur parking lot Race Headquarters) at 4 p.m., and will be complete by 4:45 p.m.,
at which point participants will have a mandatory
pre-race briefing prior to the 5 p.m. start.
Participants must wear safety certified bike helmets while on the bike course and comply with the
basic guidelines of all USAT-sanctioned races, but
will be well supported by area volunteers to ensure
their safety on the course.
Swim angels (adults standing arm distance apart)
will line the shallow depth swim course so children
feel safe.
Local cyclists will accompany the children on the
bike portion to ensure a safe return to transition, and

volunteers will also line the run course so that children successfully complete the final out-and-back
portion of the event. Exact routes for this youth race
are still being approved, and may differ from years
past, due to the changing water levels, but will include distances approximate to those listed below.

For the third consecutive year, HEROS Inc. volunteers have worked to train 15 area youth on the Grupo Loco Triathlon team (the state’s first organized
youth triathlon team) and many of these local youth

LET'S CELEBRATE
Join in the Fun!
2nd Weekend Sept. 2012

Balloon Regatta
& Elephant Days

will participate in the Elephant Kids Tri. This is by
far one of the more exciting and inspiring events Elephant Butte has ever seen. Please come out to volunteer and cheer on these young athletes who have
worked throughout the summer to learn new skills,
set goals, become more fit and all of whom “tri like
crazy!”
Between the youth and
adult races, the weekend schedule fills with
packet pick up times,
pre-race meetings and
of course some free time
for athletes to tour the area, and enjoy local restaurants and businesses.
The full schedule of events for race weekends is
summarized below.
Race headquarters (HQ) is located in the parking
lot adjacent to the Marina del Sur parking lot). Elephant Man Cove is the cove adjacent to Marina del
Sur and the dirt dam.
Saturday, September 29, 2012

Sunday, September 30, 2012

1047 North Riverside Drive
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico 87901
(575) 894.5565

(575) 744–5283
Toll Free 1�888�744�0002

Highway 195 • P. O. Box 450 • Elephant Butte, NM 87935

SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

www.homesteaders–realty.com ~ e–mail: vickers@riolink.com

OPEN7DAYSAWEEK.CALLOURPROFESSIONALAGENTSORCOMESEEUS!
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

Cathy Vickers, Broker 740–0003 or 744–5011
LaNeer Wrye 740–2711
Cindi Senn 740–0282
Chase Diethrich 740–8322
Jeanette Stevenson 740-0339

MEMBER SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF REALTORS

THE VOLUNTEERS
Elephant Man is one of the most challenging triathlons in the state. The distances completed are
nothing to scoff at, and the hilly, varied terrain adds
to the level of difficulty of this race.
Although more and more locals are participating in
Elephant Man and other triathlons, you don’t have
to run, bike or swim to be involved. To the contrary,
volunteers often have as much fun and don’t have
to pay an entry fee. HEROS, Inc. typically relies on
the assistance of 150-plus incredible volunteers to
successfully host Elephant Man.
Continued on next page
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Scott Kennicutt has been one of the main volunteers since year one and says he continues to volunteer “for the general betterment of the community
and to change mindsets about healthy activities.”
Traci Woods has been the longstanding registration
and packet pick-up coordinator, and has started volunteering at Grupo Loco practices and other youth
races. She says it’s fun to meet many of the athletes,
and it feels good that she can use her skills to help
others, but above everything else, watching the kids
have fun and meet their goals is amazingly rewarding and inspiring.
Chuck Looney coordinates the bike leg of the race.
He has designed, fabricated and shared with other
race directors plans for state-of-the-art bike racks
that safely hold the athletes high tech race bikes and
equipment. He also works to make sure the roads
are marked, swept (by New Mexico State Park and
Bartoo Sand & Gravel) and monitored by volunteers
at each intersection and law enforcement at critical
points on the course.
Walter Armjio helps to organize the American
Legion Riders who host a water station on the bike
course where volunteers not only offer water and
Gatorade to cyclists, but also set up American Flags
and cheer. He organizes motorcyclists who transport
race officials on the course and serve as the lead
and sag vehicles to show athletes the correct routes.
He personally has transported the main USAT race
official at each Elephant Man race, and says he is
happy to do it, it’s good for the community, and he

DESERT
SPRINGS
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
1685 Caballo Road
Sunday Worship Services:
10:00 a.m.
The Rev. Peter Cacoperdo – Interim
894-7576

actually has fun being out on the course watching all
the athletes and helping to make sure the event goes
off without a hitch.
Karol Mannon and Carlene Griffis prepare homemade baked goods to treat the athletes at the finish
line.
There are so many wonderful volunteers who help

make Elephant Man not only possible, but also
make it a friendly and unforgettable event. There
are tasks where volunteers can be active running
and biking on the course, and tasks where one could
sit and still help. If you have any desire to contribute
to the adult or youth events, please contact Kori off
the “contact us” section of the Elephant Man web
site (www.elephantmantriathlon.com).
THE RULES OF THE ROAD
As race day draws closer, more and more athletes
and volunteers will be out on the roads in our community. Please remember to use extreme caution.
Bicyclists should be treated as any other vehicle on
the roads. Only pass if you have an open and legal
passing lane. Passing too close to cyclists is EXTREMELY dangerous.
Additionally, please take note of the timeframe for
the events. Although main roads are not closed to
traffic, HEROS Inc. has worked to try to minimize
the impact of the event on other community events
and residents. If you must use course roads and
locations during the event, please be prepared for
some delays and slower moving traffic – volunteers
and athletes alike must be protected while on the
course.
You might even consider just pulling up a lawn
chair, sitting back, cheering, and enjoying the amazing event that has grown from the heartfelt efforts of
Sierra County volunteers!
***
Subscribe to The Herald
email: herald@riolink.com
& herald@torcherald.com

32nd Annual
Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta
Evening Balloon Glow • On Water Street
Friday & Saturday, Sept. 7 & 8
at City of Elephant Butte's
Annual Celebration
Weather Permitting

Balloons Launch Saturday & Sunday
September 8 and 9
At 7 a.m. from Lion's Beach
at Elephant Butte Lake State Park
Please Come Join us!
For more information call:
Elephant Butte Chamber of Commerce 744.4708
www.ElephantButteChamberOfCommerce.com
Paid for by City of Elephant Butte Lodger's Tax
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SEPTEMBER
1: Sierra County Farmers Market: 8:30-11:30 a.m.,
Ralph Edwards Park, Riverside Drive between Cedar and Birch. Buy local! Fresh produce, eggs, baked
goods, and crafts will all be available, complete with
live music accompaniment. All products sold are locally grown and/or made in Sierra County. EBT and
debit cards are accepted and there’s plenty of free
parking. See the Farmers Market web site for more
information and late-breaking news. Contact Sierra
County Farmers Market, Colleen Davis, (575) 8949375,
colleen@sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
http://www.sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
1: Live Entertainment: 7 p.m., Café Groovy Gritz,
315 Broadway, Truth or Consequences. True Blues
Favorites from Mark Krasmer, an award-winning
blues singer from Ruidoso. Cost: free. Contact Café

Groovy Gritz, Brenda Nelson, (575) 894-0350,
cafegroovygritz@aol.com. http://groovygritz.com.
7-9: City of Elephant Butte Annual Celebration:
City of Elephant Butte at-large. See web site below
for full schedule. Join the City of Elephant Butte for
Elephant Days! Activities include live music, arts and
crafts, vendors, a parade, car and motorcycle shows,
kids’ activities, and more! Admission to most events
is free; entry fees apply to vendors, etc. See the web
site for applications and more information. Contact
City of Elephant Butte, Mel Tepper, (575) 744-4411
or (224) 402-2044, meltepper@valornet.com. http:
//elephantbuttechamberofcommerce.com/ebcc_annual_celebration.html.
8: C.A.S.T. for Kids Fishing Tournament: 7 a.m.12 p.m., Elephant Butte Lake State Park. Date is
tentative. This fishing tournament began in 1991

and unites volunteers who love to fish with disabled
and disadvantaged children for a day of fishing in
the outdoors. Spectators must pay park entrance
fee. Cost: free for participants. Contact C.A.S.T. for
Kids, Chris Bolen, (575) 744-5923 or (575) 7445998. http://www.castforkids.org.
8: Sierra County Farmers Market: 8:30-11:30 a.m.,
Ralph Edwards Park, Riverside Drive between Cedar and Birch. Buy local! Fresh produce, eggs, baked
goods, and crafts will all be available, complete with
live music accompaniment. All products sold are locally grown and/or made in Sierra County. EBT and
debit cards are accepted and there’s plenty of free
parking. See the Farmers Market web site for more
information and late-breaking news. Contact Sierra
County Farmers Market, Colleen Davis, (575) 8949375,
colleen@sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
http://www.sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
8: Second Saturday Art Hop: 6-9 p.m., Downtown
Truth or Consequences. Galleries, studios, shops
and restaurants are open late on the second Saturday of every month. Check the MainStreet Truth
or Consequences web site for information on opening exhibits and special events. Cost: free. Contact
MainStreet Truth or Consequences, promotions@t
orcmainstreet.org. http://www.torcmainstreet.org/
events/monthly-events/art-hop.
8-9: 32nd Annual Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta:
6-10 a.m., Lions Beach (enter through the Elephant
Butte Lake State Park Main Gate). Events for spectators include a daily balloon ascension, balloon
glows, and the balloon-boat relay race. See http:
//ebbr.org/activities.htm for a schedule of events.
Cost: park entrance fee. Contact Elephant Butte
Balloon Regatta, Al Lowenstein, (505) 821-8558.
http://www.ebbr.org.
8-9: Drag Boat Races: 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Elephant
Butte Lake State Park’s Hot Springs Landing. Drag
boats will race against each other for the fastest
quarter-mile. Cost: day-use fee required. Contact
SWDBA, Ray Vickers, (575) 740-0004.
9: Second Sunday Poetry Reading: 1 p.m., Black
Cat Books & Coffee, 128 Broadway, Truth or Consequences. Read or listen on the second Sunday of
every month. Cost: free. Contact Black Cat Books &
Coffee, Rhonda Brittan, (575) 894-7070.
11: SCRTAB Monthly Meeting: 9 a.m., Main Street
Gallery, 108 Main St., Truth or Consequences. The
See GO SIERRA on Page 10
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The Natural Health Shoppe
Serving Sierra County Since 1979

OPEN

(575) 894�7154
(800) 317�4518

Mon. – Fri. 9 to 5
Sat. 10 to 2

Large Selection of Supplements,
Bulk Herbs, Personal Care Items
Special Orders Welcomed
520 Broadway
In Downtown TorC
894–0179 • healthshoptorc@gmail.com
"We Support Our Local Community"
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Happy 100th Birthday New Mexico!
FIFTH ANNUAL CELEBRATION
ELEPHANT DAYS!

FRI, SAT & SUN
September 7, 8 and 9
Saturday:
- Balloon Regatta & Glow
- Car Show
- FMX Motorcycle Show
- Parade
All Days:
- Vendors
- Crafts, Gifts,
- Jewelry
- New Mexican Items
- Food!
- Beer Tent
- Entertainment
- Fun with Friends

Aerial Acrobatics Show - Daredevil Stunts!
Saturday approx. 3:00 PM
Rain Day Sunday, 9/9

Car Show Entries Welcome in the Parade!

Call: 575-744-4892 or 575-744-4411
Or visit www.cityofelephantbutte.com
Paid for by City of Elephant Butte Lodgers Tax
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GO SIERRA

Continued from Page 6
Sierra County Recreation & Tourism Advisory
Board meets on the second Tuesday of every month.

Cost: free. Contact Sierra County Recreation &
Tourism Advisory Board, Kim Skinner, (575) 7401777. http://www.sierracountynewmexico.info.
15: Sierra County Farmers Market: 8:30-11:30
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A colorful show of expert
mariachi music and ballet
folklorico curated by
Noberta Fresquez.

Authentic tribute to
the original comedy, its hits
and Chicago’s blues, gospel
and soul music.

Van H. Gilbert
Architect PC
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Up and coming British pop,
folk, bluesy harmonizing
rock band.

Trinity Site & VLA Open House
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by rock, soul, gospel
and R&B, with strong
a capella harmonies.
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Visually stunning, vibrant
Bollywood-style dance
and music extravaganza.

49ers

Valentine’s Dinner

New Mexico Tech

Student Government
Association
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Award winning, longest
running Broadway comedy
thriller, with over
150 characters.
New Mexico Tech

MMountain
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Celtic music and dance
extravaganza showcasing
Ireland’s rich cultural
history.

New Mexico Tech

Bob & Kathy

Student Government
Association

Markwell
Science Fair
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Award winning company
inspired by the AfricanAmerican experience.
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Festival of the Cranes

Hawaii’s Grammy winning
slack key guitarist,
storyteller, Renaissance
man, with his son and uncle.
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Student Government
Association

Trinity Site & VLA Open House

New Mexico Tech

Student Government
Association

High energy, kinetic urban
rhythm and dance
with recycled percussion.

Tripp
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&
Don
Rosie
Rosie
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Comedy, juggling and circus
acts with extraordinary
rescued cats and dogs.

Multiphonic chanting,
sacred dance and music,
and week-long sand
mandala creation.
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New Mexico Tech

Platinum Inaugural Endowment
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Student Government
Association
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(575) 835-5688 Call for a full season calendar!

a.m., Ralph Edwards Park, Riverside Drive between
Cedar and Birch. Buy local! Fresh produce, eggs,
baked goods, and crafts will all be available, complete with live music accompaniment. All products
sold are locally grown and/or made in Sierra County.
EBT and debit cards are accepted and there’s plenty
of free parking. See the Farmers Market web site for
more information and late-breaking news. Contact
Sierra County Farmers Market, Colleen Davis, (575)
894-9375, colleen@sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
http://www.sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
15-16: First Fall Series Race: 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Elephant Butte Lake. Sailboat race/regatta. Contact
Rio Grande Yacht Club, Dick Alexander, (970)
946-9118.
20: The Twelve Chairs – A Fundraiser: 6-9 p.m.,
Grapes Gallery and the El Cortez Theater, Main
Street, Truth or Consequences. A fundraising event
for Sierra County Recreation & Tourism, this event
begins with a champagne and chocolate reception
and silent auction. Mel Brooks’ film “The Twelve
Chairs,” starring Frank Langella and Dom Deluise,
will be screened at the El Cortez Theater beginning
at 7 p.m. The silent auction will consist of 12 chairs
that have been decorated by local artists, and other
items. Cost $15 per person. Contact: Sierra County
Tourism & Recreation, Steve Green, (575) 8942739. http://www.sierracountynewmexico.info.
22: Free Fishing Day: All day, at fishing sites
throughout New Mexico. The first Saturday in June
and the fourth Saturday in September are free fishing days in New Mexico, when anglers of all ages
– residents or nonresidents – can fish without a
license, stamp or validation. All other fishing rules
apply. Call for more information. Cost: free. Contact
Department of Game & Fish, (505) 476-8095. http:
//www.wildlife.state.nm.us/education/AquaticEduc
ationEvents.htm.
22: Sierra County Farmers Market: 8:30-11:30
a.m., Ralph Edwards Park, Riverside Drive between
Cedar and Birch. Buy local! Fresh produce, eggs,
baked goods, and crafts will all be available, complete with live music accompaniment. All products
sold are locally grown and/or made in Sierra County.
EBT and debit cards are accepted and there’s plenty
of free parking. See the Farmers Market web site for
more information and late-breaking news. Contact
Sierra County Farmers Market, Colleen Davis, (575)
894-9375, colleen@sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
http://www.sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
22: Elephant Kidz Triathlon: 3:30 p.m., Elephant
Butte Lake State Park’s Dirt Dam beach area. Distances are broken out by age group. See the web site
or contact the sponsor for more information. Contact HEROS Inc, Kori Mannon, (575) 744-0055.
http://www.elephantmantriathlon.com.
23: Elephant Man Triathlon: 7 a.m., Dirt Dam
beach area. Elephant Butte Lake State Park Course.
The Elephant Man Triathlon is an intermediate distance tri. Perhaps the longest and most challenging
course in the state. The course is scenic and one of
the only times Elephant Butte Dam is open to the
public. The swim is a one-mile loop in Elephant
Butte Lake (water temperature averages 74°F; wet
suits will be allowed if water temperature is 78°F or
below). The bike course will be a hilly and challenging but beautiful 26.5-mile loop that travels north
through the city of Elephant Butte and along the perimeter of the lake before a climb up and out to the
other side of I-25. It is a speedy return to the transition area. The final leg is a six-mile run that provides
a unique opportunity to cross Elephant Butte Dam.
Initial and final portions of the out-and-back run
will be along graded trail just steps from the beach
and campsites. There will be lots of opportunities
for friends and family to cheer you on! Contact the
See GO SIERRA on Page 13
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EL RANCHO POODLES
307 Maple
TorC, NM 87901

Hours: Everyday
7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

575.894.2017
Beulah, Tina, or Lou

BUSINESS
CARD

Dog Grooming • Dog & Cat Boarding

Office: (575) 894.5111
Fax: (575) 894.0945

400 E. Smith Ave.
TorC, NM 87901
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Pat Dutton
District Manager
Off: (575) 894-9077
Fax: (575) 894-0757
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T
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Sidney S. Bryan • Qualifying Broker • 505–690–4321
Leah A. Mills • Associate Broker • 575–740–3475
Cynthia Barbour • Qualifying Broker • 575–894–3209

MICHAEL KIRIKOS

MICHAEL KIRIKOS

303 N. Cedar St. • PO Box 112
303 N.orCedar
St. • PO Box
Truth
Consequences,
NM112
87901
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
Telephone
Telephone
(575)
894.2574
(575) 894-2574
Facsimile
Facsimile
(575)
894.6815

(575) 894-6815

NEED PRINTING?
We Can Print Just About Anything!

Quality Printing • Competitive Prices

THE

HERALD

1204 North Date • TorC, NM 87901
(575) 894.2143 • Fax (575) 894.7824
email: herald@riolink.com

Quick
Cash.....
As near as your phone!
THE MONEY MAN, INC.
375 S. Foch, P.O. Box 632
Truth or Consequences,
New Mexico 87901
(575) 894-6611
Bill Howell - Owner/Manager
Mario Maez - Assistant Manager
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BUSINESS
CARD

Telephone
(575) 894.6611

P. O. Box 632
Truth or Consequences, N.M. 87901

C&K

Automotive Service
and Repair
Certified Technicians
Charlie and Kim Skinner
Owners
301 Rock Canyon Rd.
Elephant Butte, NM 87935

575•744•5487

B
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X - STEAM
CARPET CLEANING
Lawrence Montoya • Owner/Operator
Monday thru Friday • 8am to 5pm
Weekends by appointment only!
Mention This Ad For

10% off

Free Estimates Call 575.621.0247

Open 7 days • 11am � 4pm
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Sierra County’s Sensational September Events
By Dianne Preisser
Sierra County Tourism Director
Some of New Mexico’s most sensational events
are on Sierra County’s September calendar. The
county is home of Elephant Butte Lake, the largest body of water in the state. It is also known for
upcoming Spaceport America, hot mineral springs
in downtown Truth or Consequences, and historic
living ghost towns in the Gila High Country.
The state’s most unique and spectacular balloon regatta is held the second weekend of September each
year. This year’s 32nd annual high-flying sensation
provides an opportunity for balloonists, skippers
and sponsors to join in and have fun at beautiful
Elephant Butte Lake State Park.

GO SIERRA

Continued fromPage 10
sponsor for more information. Contact HEROS Inc,
Kori Mannon, (575) 744-0055. http://www.elephan
tmantriathlon.com.
26: Free Class: The Importance of Muscle Strength
& Proprioception/Balance: 6-7 p.m., Agape Chiropractic, 402 Broadway, Truth or Consequences.
Learn how important muscle strength and balance
are to brain function. Healthy lean muscle stimulates brain function. As we age and our muscles
deteriorate, so does our brain function. Just as math
and crossword puzzles stimulate our brain, so does
having healthy lean muscles. Learn the best exercises for you. Class size is limited. Please call and
register for this free class. Look for our ongoing
health series, to be held once monthly on Wednesday evenings. Contact Agape Chiropractic, Sinead
Marron, (575) 894-9355, sineadm51@gmail.com.
http://agap-echiropractic.com.
29: Sierra County Farmers Market: 8:30-11:30
a.m., Ralph Edwards Park, Riverside Drive between
Cedar and Birch. Buy local! Fresh produce, eggs,
baked goods, and crafts will all be available, complete with live music accompaniment. All products
sold are locally grown and/or made in Sierra County.
EBT and debit cards are accepted and there’s plenty
of free parking. See the Farmers Market web site for
more information and late-breaking news. Contact
Sierra County Farmers Market, Colleen Davis, (575)
894-9375, colleen@sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
http://www.sierracountyfarmersmarket.org.
29-30: Second Fall Series Race: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Elephant Butte Lake. Sailboat race/regatta. Contact
Rio Grande Yacht Club, Dick Alexander, (970) 9469118.
***
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Activities kick off Friday evening, September 7,
with a dazzling balloon glow coinciding with the
city’s weekend long annual celebration called “Elephant Days.” Visitors join in to experience the City
of Elephant Butte’s festive parade on Saturday, September 8, at 10 a.m., along State Highway 195. It’s
followed throughout the weekend with live music,
food, vendors, and a car and motorcycle show. This
year’s theme for the City of Elephant Butte’s celebration is “Happy 100th Birthday, New Mexico.”
For more details, contact Mel Tepper at (575) 7444411 or (224) 402-2044, meltepper@valornet.com.
The breathtaking Elephant Butte Lake backdrop

offers a one-of-a-kind hot air balloon/boat relay
race for spectators on Saturday and Sunday, September 8-9. Participants perform dramatic boating
and balloonist maneuvers on and over the water.
The relay highlights a chase boat for each balloon
forming a racing team. The skipper carries a drop
marker, baton, for the balloon race out onto the lake.
The balloonists then do a water landing, known as
a “Splash and Dash,” receiving the baton and carrying it to the designated drop area. Awards follow for
both the winning pilots and skippers.
That same Saturday and Sunday includes the sea
Continued on next page

OUR NEW LOCATION IS AT
ROCK CANYON MARINA
BRING THIS AD FOR

15% off
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

ANY Sports Adventure
Boat or Seadoo Rental

BOAT & SEADOO RENTALS
We sell fuel, fishing licenses, ice and food
visit our website at:
sportsadventure.us
(575) 744.5557 or (575) 744.5590
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sonal drag boat races, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., on the lake. Impressive drag boats from the Southwest Drag Boat
Association zip across the water to compete for the
fastest quarter-mile. Contact SWDBA’s Ray Vickers
at (575) 740-0004.
Be sure to jump over to the Sierra County Farmers
Market at Ralph Edwards Park in Truth or Consequences from 8:30am to 11:30 am. The seasonal
outdoor market takes place every Saturday morning
for locals and out of towners to enjoy shopping for
local organic foods and handcrafted products. The
Park is located on Riverside Drive between Cedar
and Birch. Fresh produce, eggs, baked goods and
crafts are available, complete with live music! All
products sold are locally grown and/or made in Sierra County.
You also can experience the unique shopping experience of fine art, fine food and novelty merchandise
right next door in the Truth or Consequences Downtown Historic District. Saturday evening, September
8, is the monthly “Second Saturday Art Hop,” from
6-9pm. Galleries, studios, shops and restaurants are
open late on the 2nd Saturday of every month paired
with live entertainment. Check the MainStreet
Truth or Consequences website for info on opening exhibits and special events. It’s free of charge
with rotating art shows and music each month.
Contact: MainStreet Truth or Consequences for
more details. promotions@torcmainstreet.org http:
//www.torcmainstreet.org/events/monthly-events/
art-hop
It’s also “Free Fishing Day” Saturday, September
22 at fishing sites throughout New Mexico. The first
Saturday in June and the fourth Saturday in September are always free for anglers throughout the state.
It’s a “fish load of fun” for all ages, residents or nonresidents. Anyone can fish without a license, stamp
or validation. All other fishing rules apply. It’s cost
Continued on next page

����������� � ��� � ������� ��� � ������ ��� � ���������� � ����

���� ���� ����� ��� ���� � ������� ������ ���� �������

CHAPARRAL GUIDE - SEPTEMBER 2012 - PAGE 15

Southwestern New Mexico’s Gila National Forest contains 2.7 million acres of timber, forage for
wildlife and livestock, rich history, natural beauty,
and wilderness. In short, the Gila has everything
that draws Americans outdoors and away from the
crowded cities in large quantities.
The forest is the perfect setting for enjoying the
present or exploring the past: The area surrounding
the Gila was the last to be settled, and only a few
decades ago it was part of the American Western
Frontier.
***
Subscribe to Sierra County’s ONLY
Locally Owned Newspaper
The HERALD
email: herald@riolink.com
& herald@torcherald.com
(575) 894.2143

2011 Elephant Man Triathlon

free. For information contact: Department of Game
and Fish, 505-476-8095.
And if that’s not enough entertainment, check out
the “Elephant Kidz Triathlon,” September 22, 3:30
pm, on the Dirt Dam Beach area in Elephant Butte
Lake State Park. Distances are broken out by age
group. The children’s athletic event is followed on
September 23 by the challenging Elephant Man
Triathlon at 7 am, on the Dirt Dam beach area,
Elephant Butte Lake State Park Course. Elephant
Man Triathlon is an intermediate distance triathlon,
perhaps the longest and most challenging course in
the state. The course is scenic and a rare opportunity
to go on the historic Elephant Butte Dam since it is
open to the public for the event.
The swim is a one mile loop in Elephant Butte
Lake (water temperature averages 74°F; wet suits
will be allowed if water temperature is 78°F or
below.) The bike course is on the website map
with elevation profile. The course is hilly and challenging, but an absolutely beautiful 26.5 mile loop
traveling north through the City of Elephant Butte.
It runs along the perimeter of the lake before a climb
up and out to the other side of I-25. The transition
area is a high speed return. The final leg is a six
mile run that provides a rare opportunity to cross
Elephant Butte Dam. Initial and final portions of the
out and back run will be along graded trail just steps
from the beach and campsites. For both Triathlons,
contact: HERO’S Inc, Kori Mannon, 575-744-0055.
http://www.elephantmantriathlon.com
If sailboats are more your thing and you just want
to watch or join the local sailing club, then come
and experience the “2nd Fall Series Sailboat Race/
Regatta” on September 29-30 from 10am-5pm at
Elephant Butte Lake. For further information please
contact the sponsor, Rio Grande Yacht Club, Dick
Alexander, 970-946-9118.
Experience New Mexico in its finest. Experience
Sierra County! The county is known for their long
list of unique attractions and fun filled events.
Check out www.sierracountyevents.com for the
annual event calendar and www.sierracountynewme
xico.info for all County Tourism Information.
***

The Scenic Gila

Visitors to Sierra County have the opportunity to
take a tour of the scenic and beautiful Black Range,
located in the Gila National Forest approximately
47 miles west of Truth or Consequences.
To reach the mountains from Truth or Consequences, drive south on Interstate 25 for approximately
15 miles, take the Hillsboro exit and turn west onto
state road NM 152 (old NM 90). The road will take
you through Hillsboro and Kingston, centers of mining activity during the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Gretchen Campbell
Owner/Broker Associate
575.740.1487

Desert Lakes Realty LLC
575.744.4960 • 509 Hwy 195
P. O. Box 1083, Elephant Butte, NM 87935

email: Gretchen@desertlakesrealty.com
View my listings on line 24/7 at
GretchenCampbell.com

918 Grape, T or C: 3 Bedroom
home one/half block from the
Municipal Golf Course. Circa
1950's Hardwood floors, located on
99X140 foot fenced lot. Room for
your RV. Spacious formal dining
and living room. Kitchen with
eating area, washer/dryer hook
ups. Alley access, fully fenced back
yard with storage shed. Covered
front and Back patios. Established
neighborhood. A great place to
retire and play a little golf! MLS
20122025 $98,500.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
14 San Miguel Rd,
5.29
acre
lot,
manufactured
homes and horses
are
welcome.
Beautiful mountain
views and great
country
living.
County Rd. Electric
in
road,
price
reduced. Make an
Offer.
MLS
20105664 $19,000.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.66
Acres
Dr
Hubble
Rd.
Commercial location
at I 25 Exit 79 and
Dr. Hubble Road.
1.66 acres. West of
the Water Tanks on
North side of road.
Motivated
seller,
bring all offers. Ideal
location. Across the
interstate
from
Walmart!
MLS
20123494 $89,000
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
57
Taylor
RD.
UNDER
CONSTRUCTION 2750 sq. ft. 3
bed/3.5bath home on 1.39 acre
lot. Located on the east side of
the lake in the Champagne Hills
area. Contemporary Southwest
style. Hardwood floors, open
flowing floor plan. Time to choose
your colors. Astounding lake
views. Enjoy the fabulous
Sunsets, and Sunrises. On the
way to Spaceport America off of
Hwy 51.
$650,000.
MLS
20122421
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Gretchen Campbell
Owner/Broker Associate

Alvin Campbell

Owner/Qualifying Broker
(575) 740-0886
alvin@desertlakesrealty.com
Commercial/Residential
www.coldwellbanker.com

Rachel Koepp
Broker Associate
Recipient of Premier
Office Managers Award
(575) 740-0012

rachel@desertlakesrealty.com

2003 International
President's Circle
2004 Diamond Society
2005 International President's Elite
(575) 740-1487
gretchen@desertlakesrealty.com
www.GretchenCampbell.com

Frank Wagner

(575) 744–4960
Fax: 744–4999

509 Hwy 195, P. O. Box 1083
Elephant Butte, NM 87935

Broker Associate

Cheryl Shipley

(505) 720–5774
Property Management
Frank@desertlakesrealty.com

Cell: 509–768–1820

Broker Associate

For More Properties and Details Please Visit Our Websites – Gretchencampbell.com or Coldwellbanker.com
705 Catfish - Beautiful
spot with great lake
views. Oversized Boat
Barn for all of your lake
toys. Home will sell
furnished.
12X60
Fleetwood, with great
addition. Seller Financing
available to qualified
buyer. $139,000 Call
Rachel. MLS# 20121335.

112 Alamosa Village: 5.15
Pristine Acres. 1988 28 X 66
Cameo manufactured home. 3
Bedroom 1 3/4 bath home.
Covered front deck 26' X 11'
and covered back deck is a
gracious 44' X 10' with beautiful
mountain views. Detached 3
car garage/workshop 24' X 42.
Large metal storage container,
room for all your toys. Quiet,
secluded location in Alamosa
Village.
$99,900.
MLS
#20123767

1048 E Riverside: Pride of ownership shows through out
this 2 bedroom 2 bath manufactured home. Beautiful
laminate flooring through out. Covered front patio area,
garden area, storage shed, fenced lot. This is a must see
property and priced to sell. $18,000 MLS# 20122870 Call
Rachel or Gretchen

103 Superior: Close to the lake. This 3 bedroom 2 bath
slump brick home, sits on a large lot, with plenty of room for
your lake toys. Mature easy care landscaping. Attached 2
car garage, plus detached two car garage. Priced to sell.
$156,000 Call Gretchen or Rachel MLS# 20122752

1309 N Riverside: Beautuiful property on the Rio Grande
River. Main Home has 2 BR 2 baths. Open living area,
beautiful laminate flooring, large addition. Huge 30X60
garage offers parking for large boat or several cars, plus a 2
bedroom 1 bath guest home. Two fishing dock, screened
porch, covered carport and workshop area. This is a must
see property. $195,000 Call Rachel MLS# 20122736

613 Locust: 2007 Cavco Manufactured home on 60X171 lot.
3 Bedroom 2 Bath open living area, walk in closet in master
bedroom. $74,500 Call Rachel or Gretchen MLS#20122734

604 Travis: Well Maintianed 2 BR 2 bath manufactured
home. Fully fenced 85X136 lot with 2 carports, storage shed,
2 large gates for easy boat and RV access. Covered patio,
open living area, plenty of room for all the lake toys. Clean
turn key property bring your fishing poles and enjoy the
lake. $72,000 Call Rachel MLS#20122705

203 Century: Manufactured Home on .50 acre lot 26 X 36 3
car detached garage. 3 BD 2 BA, formal dining area, large
living room. RV and boat friendly lot, is fenced. $89,900 Call
Rachel MLS# 20122485

1110 Arabian Circle: 3 BD/2Ba home on 1.37 acres in
Prestigious Lakeshore Highlands. Open floor plan. Quiet
Cul-de sac. Shared well. Horses permitted. Beautiful
mountain views. $135,000 Call Gretchen MLS#20122044

918 Grape: 3 Bedroom home one block from the Municipal
Golf Course. Hardwood floors, located on 99X140 foot
fenced lot. Room for your RV. Spacious formal dining and
living room. A great place to retire and play a little golf!
$98,500 Call Rachel MLS# 20122025

5 Armendaris: 2.58 estate size residential lot, in the
exclusive Champagne Hills area. East side of Elephant Butte
Lake, and just 2 miles from Dam Site Marina. Located on a
paved road. Underground electric. Fabulous lake and
mountain views. CC&R's to protect your investment. Build
when you are ready. Seller financing considered. On the way
to Spaceport America. $56,000 MLS# 20123415

113 Mustang - 3BR/2BA. Estate sale. Beautiful Lake and
Mountain views from this 1.55 acre lot in Lakeshore
Highlands. Attached two car garage, with full bath.
Detached RV garage 24X30. Room for all of your lake toys.
$217,997. Call Gretchen. MLS# 20120958

316 Lost Canyon - Beautiful Lake View Lot: 30X50 Garage.
built in 2009, RV Hookup. Room for all of your lake toys.
Build your dream home. $150,000 Call Rachel or Gretchen.
MLS# 20120669

203 Lakeshore - Beautiful Southwest home with lake views.
Electronic Security Gate with remote control, fully fenced
yard. Energy efficient! Motivated, seller just completed new
home. $297,500. Call Gretchen or Rachel. MLS# 20120616

306 Cactus - Well maintained home. Pride of ownership
shows here. 3 BR/2BA. Paved drive and sidewalks, 2 car
ports & 12 X 30 RV Port, plus a 16 X 24 two story work shop,
with great loft. Heated and cooled. A must see! $179,000
Call Rachel. MLS# 20119481

104 Caballo Place - Spectacular Lake views from this 3
bed 2 bath. Enjoy the beautiful waterfall, and pool, outdoor
fireplace, for year round enjoyment. All on 2.49 acres in
Lakeshore Highlands $398,000 Call Rachel.
MLS#
20119398

209 Kiowa Loop - Beautiful 4BR/2BA 2432 sq ft home.
Master suite offers a parents retreat, large master bath with
garden tub and walk in shower. Covered back patio offers
mister system. Fireplace in Family room. Plenty of room for
all the lake toys. $175,000 Call Rachel. MLS# 20119238

108 Huron - 2BR/2BA. Delightful sunroom, Fully fenced,
easy care yard, with room for all your lake toys, and your
motor home. Work shop, storage building, full RV hookup.
Priced to sell. $142,900 Call Rachel. MLS# 20119240

315 Organ - Cute Weekend place, ready to move in. RV
Parking with full hook up. 2 carports and room another RV or
Boat. Fenced lot covered front patio area. Large storage
shed or workshop. $39,000. MLS# 20119208

Upham Road - 6 miles N or SPACEPORT AMERICA. 40
ACRES or more in an ideal location for R&D or warehouse
industrial facility. Possible access to Fiber Optics line.
(Quest) If your company is looking for property close to
Spaceport America this is an ideal location. Easy access.
Level site. LOCATION! LOCATION! $400,000 Call Gretchen.
MLS# 20116659

300 Underwood - Beautiful custom home in Lakeshore
Highlands. Fabulous lake and mountain views. Wall of
windows frame panoramic views of Elephant Butte lake.
Breakfast bar, formal dining area, pantry, extra wall oven,
upgraded appliances in the kitchen. Covered patio, outdoor
fireplace & fountain. 1275 sqft garage for all of your lake
toys. $525,000. MLS# 20123300

Hwy 51 Engle - 180 acre tract + or -. Located at Hwy 51
and Upham. 1685 feet of Hwy 51 frontage and 1419 feet of
railway frontage. Easy access to Spaceport America from
this prime location. $728,000 Call Rachel. MLS# 20119490

222 Hallmark - Enjoy living on Elephant Butte's finest and
newest golf course without the restrictive covenants
$159,000 Call Rachel. MLS #20087431

1800 E Third St: 1968 12 X 50 single wide with addition.
carport and small work shop. Oldie but goodie. Fully
furnished. Great weekender. Walk to the river to fish. Quiet
setting. Space rent is $150.00 per month. $18,000
MLS#20123492

Ontario Crt: .459 acre lot in a quiet cul-de-sac. Build your
dream home, Underground electric, natural gas and water
to property line. Priced to sell at $12,500 MLS#20123485

Hwy 187 King Canyon: Large 1344 sq ft 3 BR 2 bath
manufactured home on 1 acre. Beautiful views of the Caballo
Mountains. Large garage/workshop Home is a fixer upper.
$68,000 Call Rachel MLS#20122820
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Truth or Consequences / Sierra County Restaurant & Dining Guide
BAR-B-QUE
ON BROADWAY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

PACIFIC
GRILL

Tues. & Wed. 7 am to 4 pm
Thurs. - Sat. 7 am to 8 pm
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Mon. thru Thur. 11 am to 9 pm
Fri. 11 am to 10 pm
Sat. 7 am to 11 am Breakfast
11 am to 10 pm
Sun. 7 am to 11 am Breakfast
11 am to 9 pm

800 Date Street
TorC, NM 87901
(575) 894.soup

308 Broadway
894-7047

9

• Great Golf!
• Great Food!
• Great Prices!

2260 N. Date St. • TorC, NM

AT
TURTLEBACK MOUNTAIN RESORT

Cozy Patio

575.744.4653 (Golf)
575.744.7106 (Restaurant)

15

13

11

LA COCINA
featuring Mexican Food at its best.
Also home cooked American Food
· Delicious Hamburgers
· Marinated Steaks · Fried Chicken

11

OPEN 10:30 A.M. DAILY
Ample Parking for Boats & RVs
#1 Lakeway Drive
T. or C., NM

2

Orders to Go
894-6499

2

NEW SUMMER HOURS:

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday • CLOSED
1990 S. Broadway • TorC, NM 87901
(575) 894–9047

1

3

6

10
5

303 Jones St.
TorC, New Mexico 87901
575.894.9866 (YUMM)

PIZZA......PASTA......EXCELLENT BEER LIST

7
7 15
9

5

13

Dinner Served Nightly
5 to 9
Hwy 195, Elephant Butte
at the Elephant Butte Inn
& Spa

6

3

12

Great Food

Friendly Staff

313 Broadway • Truth or Consequences, NM
(575) 894.3354 (DELI)

Entrance off Warm Springs Blvd.
Elephant Butte

(575) 894.0025

10

Breakfast & Lunch, Also......
Friday & Saturday • Great Pizza 5 to 9 p.m.

