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Places of Interest to Visit in Sierra County
ENGLE
Engle was founded in 1879 as a station on
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. It
became a thriving cattle town and shipping point
for ore from nearby mines. Construction of
Elephant Butte Dam from 1911 to 1916 filled the
town with people, but the population declined
after the dam was completed.
Though few people remain, the town is the
headquarters of the historic Armendaris Ranch.
Engle is located 17 miles E. of Truth or
Consequences on NM 51.

CUCHILLO
Named a “Traditional Historic Community”
in 2011, Cuchillo was settled during the Civil
War. The town was named for a nearby creek
and a local Apache chief, Cuchillo Negro (Black
Knife).
Due to its location – midway between Chloride,
Winston’s mines and the railroad at Engle
– Cuchillo flourished as a stage stop and trade
center from the 1880s to the 1930s.
Charming original buildings survive, including
San Jose Catholic Church, built in 1907.
HILLSBORO
Hillsboro was founded in 1877 when gold was
discovered at the nearby mines. Despite Indian

EXPANDED CAPACITY!

Fastwave has Expanded
Capacity by 500%
Improved coverage
In Williamsburg and
Elephant Butte

GERONIMO SPRINGS MUSEUM - Need more information on Sierra County? Visit Geronimo Springs Museum, 211
Main Street, or visit online www.geronimospringsmuseum.com. Open Monday thru Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday
Noon to 5 p.m.

Fastwave offers
highspeed Internet
access at various levels
to suit your home or
business budget:
Basic - Up to 3Mbps
for $50/month
Premium 6 - Up to 6Mbps
for $65/month
Premium 9 - Up to 9Mbps
for $80/month
Premium 12 - Up to 12Mbps
Business services such as static IP
addresses and website
hosting are available for
$15/month. Contact us today to see
how easy it is to get online!
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Louie Gonzalez
Local Technician 575.915.7034

attacks, the town grew, becoming the county KINGSTON
seat in 1884. Area mines produced more than $6 Kingston was founded when a rich lode of
million in gold and silver, and by 1907 the town silver ore was discovered at the Solitaire Mine
had a population of 1,200.
in 1882.
It quickly became the largest town in the
LAKE VALLEY
territory, offering all of the trappings of
Lake Valley, NM, was named for ancient civilization and culture, and was also one of
lakebeds nearby.
the wildest in the Wild West. Numerous hotels
Lake Valley was founded in 1878 with the played host to the likes of Mark Twain, Butch
discovery of silver in the area, and was named Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, and Black Jack
for ancient lakebeds in the area. The town moved Ketchum. Stage lines served all major routes,
twice before settling at its present site when the and the town supported twenty-three saloons,
Bridal Chamber Mine was discovered in 1882. some of which advertised fresh oysters 24 hours
The subterranean mine produced 2.5 million a day! The town also had 14 grocery and general
ounces of silver ore so pure it was shipped stores; a brewery; three newspapers; and an
unsmelted to the U.S. Mint. A stage stop and Opera House where the Lillian Russell Troupe
railhead, Lake Valley grew to 4,000 people, with once performed. Albert Bacon Fall and Ed
saloons, churches, newspapers, a school, stores, Doheny of the Teapot Dome Scandal got their
and hotels to serve them. Like the area’s other start in Kingston.
gold and silver boomtowns, the devastating From those glory days, the old Assay Office
silver panic of 1893 wiped out the town, while a and the remains of the Victorio Hotel have been
fire destroyed Main Street in 1895.
renovated as private residences.
Lake Valley is a true ghost town.
The Black Range Lodge, and the Percha Bank
Museum remain a big part of Kingston.
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MONTICELLO
Monticello was founded by ranchers and
farmers in 1856 as Cañada Alamosa (Cottonwood
Canyon).
In 1881 its first postmaster, Aristide Bourguet,
renamed the town that was located not far from
the headquarters for the Warm Springs Apache
Agency.
Built in a square around a plaza in order to
protect residents from attack, the town features
old adobe homes that have been restored by new
residents.
Mass is still said at historic San Ignacio Catholic
Church, built in 1867, and the local cemetery has
graves dating from the 1800s.
Monticello is known today for its proximity to
the Monticello Box, as well as for its organic
farms including Jardin del Alma.
WINSTON
First called Fairview, Winston was settled in
1881 by miners who found nearby Chloride “too
rowdy.” It had a school, bars, a newspaper, horse
races, and featured plays and songfests at one of
the local halls.
Miner, businessman, and future state legislator
Frank H. Winston, who came to town in 1882,
owned several businesses (including the Frank
Winston Carriage House) and generously gave
See PLACES on Page C4
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Truth or Consequences / Sierra County

Breakfast Available
Every Morning
7 Days A Week
6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
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Mon. & Tues.
6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Wed. thru Sun.
6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

2260 N. Date
Old K–Bob's Bldg
575.894.0147
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT!

2

Hwy 195, Elephant Butte
at the Elephant Butte Inn

3

PACIFIC
GRILL

Lunch 11am–5pm
Dinner 5pm–9pm
Sunday Breakfast Menu
Available 7am–11am
Your Neighborhood Bar & Grill

800 Date Street
TorC, NM 87901
(575) 894.soup

4

7
2

LUCKY ST.
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9

10
10
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www.latitude33torc.com

OPEN TUES THRU SUN • 11 A.M. TO 8 P.M. CLOSED MONDAY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS SERVED TILL 3 P.M.
DINNER MENU STARTING AT 3 P.M.

304 South Pershing Street
For Takeout Call (575) 740.7804

9

315 Broadway St.

Truth or Consequences
NM 87901

Armida Baray, Owner

10

(575) 894–2886
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PLACES

Continued from Page C2
credit to customers in hard times. When he died
in 1929, the town was renamed in his honor.
While Winston flourished until the silver panic
of 1893, today only a few families remain.
Winston’s home still stands, along with the
1890 schoolhouse, the old post office, and other
historic buildings.

Elephant Butte Lake State Park
The switch that sent current from the whirling
generators at Elephant Butte Dam to light
the city of Hot Springs (present-day Truth or
Consequences) was thrown into position on
Nov. 14, 1940. The finishing touches to the
hydroelectric power plant were completed on
Dec. 14, 1966.
With the completion of the project, the Elephant
Butte Powerplant became the 28th installation
constructed by the Bureau of Reclamation in the
17 western state areas.
The first Bureau of Reclamation power plant
was constructed in 1906 at the Roosevelt Dam
site on the Salt River Valley Project, in Arizona
to supply power for construction purposes.
The first Reclamation project to provide
commercial power directly to a municipality was
the Strawberry Valley Project where a 3 1/2-mile
long transmission line was completed in 1909 to
serve Spanish Fork, Utah.
The sale of surplus power for commercial
purposes was predicted in the provisions of a
congressional act in 1906, which authorized the
Secretary of the Interior to lease any surplus power
or power privilege for a period not exceeding 10
years, giving preference to municipal purposes.

CHLORIDE
Chloride was developed in 1880, two years
after Briton Harry Pye chanced upon silver ore,
a discovery he initially kept secret.
Chloride, in its heyday, had nine saloons, a
general store, a dry goods store, a millinery
shop, a restaurant, a butcher shop, a candy store,
a pharmacy, a Chinese laundry, a photography
studio, a school, and two hotels. The Black
Range newspaper was printed in Chloride from
1882 to 1896.
The demise of Chloride began with the
Silver Panic of 1893 and was hastened by the
presidential election of 1896, which resulted in
a drastic decline in silver prices.
Today, many of Chloride’s original structures
still stand. The old Pioneer Store is a museum;
next door the former Monte Cristo Saloon
and Dance Hall houses a gift shop and gallery
Chloride, the St. Cloud mine is still in operation,
featuring work by local artists.
Among the many mines established near though not mining silver.

The federal policy, which has been expanded
and broadened by many subsequent acts of
Congress, gives preference in the sale of power
generated from federal projects to municipalities
and other publicly-owned bodies.
By 1950, the Bureau of Reclamation had
constructed 70 power plants in the West which
were generating 19 billion kilowatt hours
annually. These plants, which were providing
electric current for urban and rural homes, and
peace-time industries, also returned more than
$119 billion in net revenue between 1909 and
1949.
The Elephant Butte Powerplant is indicative of
a special type of coordination for the generation
of hydroelectric power and the meeting of exact
requirements for the irrigation of agricultural
lands.
Elephant Butte Reservoir stores a runoff of 2.197 million acre feet of water. The
power installation of the Elephant Butte plant
includes three 11,500 horsepower turbines
rated at 257 revolutions per minute under the
weighted average head of 140 feet and capable
of developing 4,000 horsepower each under a
minimum head of 73 feet.
Generating equipment in the Elephant Butte
powerhouse consists of three 9,000-kilovolt,
60 cycle, 6,900 volt, vertical shaft, synchronous
See LAKE on Page C5
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LaNeer Wrye

Owner/Qualifying Broker
807 Warm Springs Blvd., Elephant Butte, NM

(575)740�2711

Email: laneerwrye@yahoo.com

MOBILE VEHICLE WASHING

We Come to Your Home, Office or to Your Jobsite
PO Box 1986
Elephant Butte, NM 87935

575.740.2037
Mike Harrelson
General Manager termn8ther411@yahoo.com
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LANDSCAPE & FENCING

SPRING TIME
SPECIALS!
Free Estimates

575.744.4009
575.740.4045
575.636.5241

Telephone
(575) 894.6611

P. O. Box 632
Truth or Consequences, N.M. 87901

Ekmar Abstract & Title Co.

1500 North Date St.

Post Office Box 4000 • Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
Serving Sierra County for Over 60 Years
Renee Stamper, Manager
(575) 894–7886 • FAX: (575) 894–7994
info@ekmartitle.com

C&K

Automotive Service
and Repair
Certified Technicians
Charlie and Kim Skinner
Owners
301 Rock Canyon Rd.
Elephant Butte, NM 87935

575•744•5487
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TorC, NM •
203 S. Foch St. • 575.894.0301 •
Delivering to TorC and Surrounding •
Areas of Southern NM •
Deliveries 575.740.0803 •

Las Cruces, NM
755 Telshor Blvd #102
Monday~Friday 11~6
Saturday 10~4
575.541.5580

www.mjexpresso.com • email us: info@mjexpresso.com

Mexico Auto & Boat Insurance

LAKE
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Continued from Page C4
water wheel-type generators. The plant
generates approximately 100 million kilowatt
hours annually with an estimated lead factor of
60 percent.
Before the installation of power facilities
could be started on the Rio Grande Project, it
was necessary to build a re-regulating reservoir
downstream from Elephant Butte Dam. Water
supply regulation is provided by Caballo Dam,
completed in 1938, and located on the Rio
Grande 22 miles below Elephant Butte Dam.
Caballo Dam is an earth-fill embankment 97 feet
high and 5,590 feet long, including its spillway.
Caballo Reservoir, with a live storage capacity
of 360,000 acre feet, enables the three generators
at Elephant Butte to carry loads in the most
effective and efficient manner while still meeting
requirements for irrigation, since the reservoir
provides regulation of water for agricultural
needs.
The project plant is housed in a large concrete
and steel structure immediately below Elephant
Butte Dam, completed in 1916. Elephant Butte
Dam is a rubble concrete straight gravity type
structure, 306 feet high with an overall length of
1,674 feet, including the spillway.
Transmission lines now radiate from the
power plant to serve Las Cruces, Truth or
Consequences, Deming, Central, Alamogordo,
Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile
Range, Ruidoso, Socorro and El Paso, Texas.
Improvements and extensions to the Rio Grande
Project’s hydroelectric power system are in line
with similar work on many other multiplepurpose Reclamation projects throughout the
West.
Although generation of power on Reclamation
projects has become an integral part of the
work performed by the Bureau of Reclamation
to conserve western water resources, power
generation is a by-product, as the storage of
water for irrigation remains the primary objective
of this federal service.

Caballo Lake and Percha Dam

Sierra County is not only home to Elephant
Butte Lake State Park, it is also home to Caballo
Lake State Park and Percha Dam State Park.
Caballo Lake is New Mexico’s second largest
lake and is located just 14 miles south of Truth
or Consequences. The lake holds 346,000 acrefeet of water.
The main entrance to the park sits on the west
side of the lake and is equipped with picnic
tables, shelters and grills that are scattered
throughout the camping area. A playground with
a basketball court is located at the Riverside
Campground. Just south of the Riverside
Campground is an RV rally site, which provides
space for about 250 RV units, equipped with a
dump-station, group shelters and landscaping.
Fishing on the Caballo is most enjoyable as
long as you have a pole, some bait and a New
Mexico Fishing License. The lake holds several
species of fish, including catfish, walleye,
northern pike, white bass and many more. The
lake is also great for swimming, boating, water
skiing, hiking, relaxing and has plenty of fresh

air and blue skies.
Percha Dam State Park is located just south
of Caballo Lake and is a quiet and serene
getaway with plenty of shade given off by the
tall cottonwood and Russian olive trees. The
ever-so- popular Rio Grande River surrounds
the park.
The park offers beautiful scenery, picnicking,
hiking and fishing. The park also contains
handicap-accessible campsites with showers
and toilet facilities. RVs are always welcome,
however only six campsites have electric
hookups and there are no dumping stations in
the immediate area. Swimming is prohibited, as
the force of the Rio Grande waters flowing over
the Dam are fierce.
Anyone is welcome to enjoy the nature, history
and culture of southwest New Mexico, but it is
asked that you not disturb the natural, historical
and cultural sites. It is also asked that visitors not
remove, destroy or deface anything on the site,
as strict laws prohibit such things.
***

QUALITY MAKES THE DIFFERENCE!

THE
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CALL US TODAY • (575) 894–2143 FOR YOUR PRINTING NEEDS
1204 NORTH DATE • FAX (575) 894–7824
email: herald@torcherald.com
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HOT SPRINGS
WELLNESS CLINIC
Cannabis Consultant

Joann Love M.D.
565 Daniels St.,
TorC, NM 87901
Cell (575) 740.0427
drjoannlovemd.com

www.latitude33torc.com

OPEN TUES THRU SUN • 11 A.M. TO 8 P.M. CLOSED MONDAY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS SERVED TILL 3 P.M.
DINNER MENU STARTING AT 3 P.M.

304 South Pershing Street
For Takeout Call (575) 740.7804

3 0 3 GALLERY
Susan Buhler
Owner

Art and Antiques
Hours: Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
or Call for Appointment 281.615.9654

Kirk Bauer
District Manager
Off: (575) 894-9077
Fax: (575) 894-0757
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FREELANCE COMPUTER SERVICES
•
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New Setups
Network Drives/Printers
Maintenance/Repairs
Wifi Hotspots
Backup Solutions
Video Surveillance
(with remote viewing
• Much More
• Over 10 years experience

CALL LOUIE (575) 915-7034
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MICHAEL KIRIKOS

FAMILY FUNERAL HOME, INC.
SIERRA CREMATORY, L.L.C.

303 N. Cedar St. • PO Box 112
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
Telephone
(575) 894.2574
Facsimile
(575) 894.6815

Quick
Cash.....
As near as your phone!
THE MONEY MAN, INC.
375 S. Foch, P.O. Box 632
Truth or Consequences,
New Mexico 87901
(575) 894-6611
Bill Howell - Owner/Manager
Mario Maez - Assistant Manager

Desert Flower Florist
& Tuxedo Rental
Toll Free 1.855.229.0042

894–7617 • 508 Broadway
TorC, NM 87901

A Recreational Paradise
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Sierra County truly is a “recreational paradise”
where thousands enjoy unparalleled boating,
fishing and camping facilities at two state parks.
Here, the lakes are among the largest bodies of
water in the Southwest. Boat launching ramps,
picnic shelters, and camping sites with water,
rest rooms and electric hookups are available at
both Elephant Butte Lake and Caballo Lake state
parks.
***
Subscribe to The Herald
www.theheraldtorc.com
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�����������
�����������
-1

Se

nd

ar

17
8

ason Ca

le

New Mexico Tech
Performing Arts Series

7:30pm • Macey Center •

• Socorro • Prices: Adult/Senior/Youth

Portland Cello Project

Fri., 1•26

Genre crossing all-star
cellists give “classical
music a jolt of energ y.”
$20/$18/$10

History of Tango with QTango

Mon., 1•29

QTango’s dynamic and
powerful music leads you
through a journey into
the romance, passion and
elegance of Argentine tango.

The Magnificent Black Range National Forest
Located on the eastern edge of the Gila
National Forest, the Black Range Mountains
stand as a prominent land feature with high,
rugged mountains, deep canyons, rincons
(narrow valleys), scenic view points, and
grassland areas.
Astride the Range’s crest, the Aldo Leopold
Wilderness offers solitude as well as challenging
wilderness trips. In addition, the Continental
Divide National Scenic Trail runs south along
the ridge line of Reed’s Peak before heading
west along the Divide.
For scenic drives upon paved roads, State
Highway 90 from San Lorenzo to Truth or
Consequences, and highways 52 and 59
between Beaverhead and Winston pass through
areas which are extremely green and offer a
profusion of wildflowers. And take the time to
visit the Emory Pass Scenic Vista; the view is
breathtaking!
For picnics and overnight camping, developed

campsites are available at the Iron Creek
and Kingston campgrounds. At Iron Creek
Campground in particular, visitors are treated
to the added bonus of being entertained by the
area’s many chipmunks.
Primitive camp sites amidst beautiful scenery
are found in the Turkey Run and Seventy-Four
Draw areas, both located southwest of Lookout
Mountain and north of the Aldo Leopold
Wilderness boundary.
***

Free!

Presidential Chamber Music Series

Scaffolding
Theatre’s Musical

Five Course Love

Fri., 2•9

3 actors as 15 characters in
5 restaurants, on the hunt
for 1 true love.
+ Tech Club Macey
Pre-Valentines Dinner

$18/$16/$8

Popovich Comedy Pet Theatre

Fri., 2•23

Listen to:

Juggling, comedy and
performing cats and dogs.
+ Science Olympiad

Sierra County Breaking News
Furnished by The Herald

Desert
Herbals
LLC

$20/$18/$10

Dr. Stephen G. Wells

pas@nmt.edu

•

575.835.5688

•

nmtpas.org

(575) 744–5283
507 Highway 195 • P. O. Box 450 • Elephant Butte, NM 87935
SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

www.homesteaders–realty.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK. CALL OUR PROFESSIONAL AGENTS OR COME SEE US!

Cathy Vickers
575–740–0003

Rachel Woodard
575–740–0012

EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

133 Concord Chloride: Enjoy the peace and serenity in
Chloride, from this cozy 2 bedroom 1 bath cabin. Enjoy the
beautiful mountain views, walkthrough the historic town of
Chloride. Home offers large open living area, hardwood floors,
countryJeanette
kitchen, antique
wood burning cook
stoveVickers,
to add to the
Cathy
Stevenson
Rachel Woodard
ambiance of county living. Relax in the gazebo while watching
Broker
575–740–0003
575–740–0339
575–740–0012
the plentiful wildlife. Basement area offers utility room and work 632 Lakeshore
Highlands: Lake and Mountain views from this
area. Detached large
garage, detached
large
barn with BOARD
carport. 2.62
MEMBER
SIERRA
COUNTY
OF Acre
REALTORS
lot in Lakeshore Highlands. Dont miss this lot priced
$140,000. MLS 20175387.
to sell. Seller will Owner finance. $10,000. MLS 20173680.

175 Wade St: Cute 2 bedroom 1 bath on large fenced lot.
Property offers 5 mature Pecan trees, 2 carports, large storage
shed and covered patio. Open living area large walk in closet,
bonus office or craft room area. This is a must see and priced to
sell. $85,000. MLS 20175602.

56 Meritage: Custom Built home on 1.64 acre lot in Vista
Del Lago. Breathtaking unobstructed views of Elephant Butte
Lake. Home offers 2 large master suites, or could be used as
a 4 bedroom family home. Ceramic tile through out home.
Lake views from kitchen, living room, and both master suites.
$699,000. MLS 20173937.

572
Bass
R o a d :
Breathtaking
lake
views
from
the
wrap around
covered deck
with outdoor
kitchen. Home
offers newly remodeled kitchen with granite counter tops, and
tiled back splash. Open living area with lake views, 2 bedrooms
and 2 full baths upstairs. Downstairs offers full apartment with
large kitchen, living area and bathroom. Plenty of room for all
your friends and family. Property offer a large 0.57 acre lot with
multiple carports and RV carport. This is a must see beautiful
home. Call Rachel for more information 575-740-0012 $229,000.
MLS 20174589.

13 Waterdog: .34 acre lot with 3 sided 25X40 pole barn. All
utilities are on property, existing septic, electric and water.
Cement runners ready to set your Manufactured home on. Don’t
miss this one priced to sale. $13,000. MLS 20160852.

100 Erie Ct at the
Lake. Seller hates
to leave this newly
constructed
home
- BUT has a new job
to relocate to! Built in
2016, home offers an
open floor plan with
over 1500 sq ft of
open living area, 3BR, 2BA, vaulted ceilings, laminated wood
floors, spacious kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite
counters, plenty of cabinets, formal dining area, large master
suite with curbless entry shower, guest bedrooms share a roomy
2nd bath, refrigerated air. 2 car attached garage. Corner lot on a
cul-de-sac, low maintenance yard with plenty of room for toys!
Area of nice homes. Close to Marina’s, golf, lake. Priced at
196,000. Call Cathy. MLS MLS 20176111n.

102 Canadian Circle: 40 X 30 RV GARAGE with 1/2 bath. Great family
home with 3 BR’s, 2 BA, living room, dining room, spacious kitchen,
refrig. air. Over 1/2 ac lot with fenced area for garden or pets. Priced at
$199,000. Call Cathy. MLS MLS 20172157.

908 Yucca: A fantastic family home. Offering over 2300 sq ft, 4BR, 3BA,
remodeled/updated kitchen, huge living room, formal dining room,
travertine tile in high traffic areas, ref. air, roof is under 10 yrs old. SW
landscape, fenced back yard. MUST SEE. $179,000. Call Cathy. MLS
20172625.

502 Pike Rd. A
great property with
Elephant Butte as
your
neighbor!
3BR, 1 3/4 BA over
1450 sq ft lake
house with rustic,
country charm and
unobstructed views.
Home was built
in the 1960’s with
updates performed
in 1995 and 2008. Roof new in 2006, modern kitchen that opens to a
family room with lots of windows for natural light and views. Living room
with fireplace. Refrigerated air. Enjoy the evenings and entertain on the
patio - privacy wall. Two garages - one measures 20 X 20 and the other
is a 30 X 40 garage with oversized doors for large boat. Lot is .62 ac with
room for all your lake toys. Must see. Priced at $255,000.00. Call Cathy.
MLS 20170542.

308 Black Range, Elephant Butte. A very well cared for Cavco Mfg home
offering 1680 sq ft of open living area. 3BR,2BA, handicap accessible,
spacious kitchen w/eating area, large master suite w/his & her closets,
dining room, refr. air, carpet, vinyl flooring. Approx 1/4 ac lot, fenced back
yard, covered deck, 24 x 24 detached garage. Borders BLM land. Priced
to sell at $115,000.00 Call Cathy 575740-0003. MLS 20174743.

511 N. Riverside, TorC. Looking for a beautiful riverfront property? This
120 X 350 lot with a 2006 Mfg home is available! Home offers 2BR, 2BA,
approx. 1280 sq ft of living area, in good condition. The lot is spectacular
and must be seen to fully appreciate. All city utilities. Priced at $200,000.
Call Cathy. MLS 20173024.

