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EXPANDED CAPACITY!

Call (575) 521–3000

Fastwave has Expanded
Capacity by 500%
Improved coverage
In Williamsburg and
Elephant Butte

Fastwave offers 
highspeed Internet 

access at various levels 
to suit your home or 

business budget:

Basic - Up to 3Mbps
for $50/month

Premium 6 - Up to 6Mbps
for $65/month

Premium 9 - Up to 9Mbps
for $80/month

Premium 12 - Up to 12Mbps

Louie Gonzalez
Local Technician 575.915.7034

Business services such as static IP 
addresses and website

hosting are available for 
$15/month. Contact us today to see 

how easy it is to get online!

Laundry & Dry Cleaners
Pickup & Delivery • T. or C. & Williamsburg

301 S. Jones, T. or C.
(575) 894–3255

WELCOME TO THE BALLOON REGATTA

173 Camino Encantado
Elephant Butte, NM 575.740.9615

We Now OfferCBD Oil to add to any flavor.
Come see us to learn of the benefits.

We ONLY use 100% Vegetable Glycerin not propylene glycol.

BUTTE VAPORS

WELCOME BALLOONIST

The 37th Annual Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta 
will launch on August 19 and 20 from Lion’s 
Beach at Elephant Butte Lake State Park.
Activities will begin Friday evening when 

skippers and sponsors are greeted at the Elephant 
Butte Inn at 6 p.m. and a mandatory pilots’ 
meeting held at 7 p.m.
Between 7 and 8:30 a.m., Saturday, pilots will 

begin inflating balloons for a mass ascension 
between 8 and 9:30 a.m. with baton competition 
and pilot target competition. From 6:30 to 7:
15 p.m., a balloon glow will be held on Lions 
Beach.
A second mass ascension will be held on Sunday, 

starting at 7 a.m. following a mandatory briefing 
at Elephant Butte Inn. All activities are subject to 
weather and wind conditions.
The Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta (EBBR) 

provides an opportunity for balloonists, skippers 
and sponsors to get together and have fun at 
Elephant Butte Lake, NM. Additionally, it 
provides the communities of Elephant Butte, 
Truth or Consequences and Williamsburg 

37th Annual Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta Set to Launch in August

36th Annual Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta Was Huge Success

additional visitors in the late summer season.
The EBBR traces its history back to the 1970’s 

when balloonists would come to Elephant Butte 
Lake for the Mother’s Day weekend. The timing 
of the rally was generally dependent on when 
the balloonists decided that spring had arrived 
and it was time to go to “The Lake” and fly. The 
“Cloudbouncer”, the official monthly publication 
of the Albuquerque Aerostat Ascension 
Association (AAAA or Quad A) March 1980 
issue announced “The Elephant Butte Mother’s 
Day Campout” to be held May 10 and 11. 
The March 1981 issue of the “Cloudbouncer” 
announced “The Greater Mesilla Valley Aerostat 
Ascension Association Annual Easter Fly-in” 
would be held April 18 and 19.
In 1989, Oppenheimer Industries donated $500 

for prize money if the balloonists would fly over 
the lake to the Champagne Hills subdivision. 
The Coast Guard Auxiliary became concerned 
that balloons flying over the lake might get 
into trouble and provided five chase boats to 

See BALLOONS on Page C4
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Thank You To Our 2017
Platinum Sponsors 

37th Annual
Elephant Butte
Balloon Regatta
August 19th & 20th

We are pleased to announce 
the 37th Annual Elephant Butte 

Balloon Regatta. 
Saturday Morning’s events 
will feature Pilot and Boat 

competitions followed by a 
balloon glow Saturday evening. 

Sunday concludes our event with 
a morning flight 

Schedule of events: 
Saturday:
 
7:00-8:30 am—Pilots inflate on 
Lions Beach* 

8:00-9:30 am—Pilots and skippers 
baton competition and Pilot target 
competition 

6:30-7:45 pm—Balloon Glow on Li-
ons Beach *
 Sunday: 
7:00-8:30 am—Pilots Inflate on 
Lions Beach* 

Thank you to our 2017 Silver 
& Bronze Level Sponsors:
 
La Paloma Spa 
Moose Lodge #2050 
Butte Propane 
Elephant Butte 5 Ton 
The Herald Newspaper 

Live updates can be found on 
Facebook by searching

elephantbutteballoonregatta 

Email us at info@ebbr.org
for sponsorship possibilities 
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Telephone
(575) 894.6611

P. O. Box 632
Truth or Consequences, N.M. 87901

Automotive Service
and Repair

Certified Technicians
Charlie and Kim Skinner

Owners

301 Rock Canyon Rd.
Elephant Butte, NM 87935

575•744•5487

C & K

Ekmar Abstract & Title Co.

1500 North Date St.
Post Office Box 4000 • Truth or Consequences, NM 87901

Serving Sierra County for Over 60 Years
Renee Stamper, Manager

(575) 894–7886 • FAX: (575) 894–7994
info@ekmartitle.com
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Mexico Auto & Boat Insurance

TorC, NM
203 S. Foch St. • 575.894.0301

Delivering to TorC and Surrounding
Areas of Southern NM

Deliveries 575.740.0803

Las Cruces, NM
755 Telshor Blvd #102
Monday~Friday 11~6
Saturday 10~4
575.541.5580

www.mjexpresso.com • email us: info@mjexpresso.com

•
•
•
•
•

LaNeer Wrye
Owner/Qualifying Broker

807 Warm Springs Blvd., Elephant Butte, NM

(575)740�2711
Email: laneerwrye@yahoo.com

MOBILE VEHICLE WASHING

We Come to Your Home, Office or to Your Jobsite
Mike Harrelson
General Manager

PO Box 1986
Elephant Butte, NM 87935

575.740.2037
termn8ther411@yahoo.com

Free Estimates

������
LANDSCAPE & FENCING
SPRING TIME
SPECIALS!

575.744.4009 575.740.4045
575.636.5241

M. Basel Aswad, MD PC
Internal Medicine, Hematology & Oncology

M.B. Aswad, MD

612 N. Date Street
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
Tel. (575) 894.0025 Fax (575) 894.0425

BALLOONS
Continued from Page C2
ensure safety. This concern for safety led to the 
formation of the EBBR and the Balloon Boat 
Relay Race (BBRR) provided a chase boat 
for each balloon forming a racing team. The 
skipper carried the drop marker, baton, for the 
balloon race out onto the lake. The balloonists 
then do a water landing, known as a “Splash and 
Dash”, to receive the baton and carry it to the 
designated drop area. Prizes and/or prize money 
is then awarded to both the winning pilots and 
skippers. The flying and boating has continued 
this tradition over the years. On July 1, 1998, the 
City of Elephant Butte was incorporated as the 
101st city in the State of New Mexico. The new 
city chartered their own Chamber of Commerce 
in Sept. 1999 and one of their first acts was 
to purchase the rights and copyrights to the 
Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta by unanimous 
vote.
In 2007, the Chamber decided to stop running 

the rally and the rights were transferred to Keven 
Cloney and Al Lowenstein.

***
ABOUT THE CHAPARRAL GUIDE

The Chaparral Guide is a product of The Herald Publishing Co., Inc.
Call Cindy or Justin

For Advertising Rates and Deadlines!
Phone (575) 894.2143 � Fax (575) 894.7824

email: herald@torcherald.com
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Quick Cash.....
As near as your phone!

THE MONEY MAN, INC.
375 S. Foch, P.O. Box 632
Truth or Consequences,
New Mexico 87901
(575) 894-6611

Bill Howell - Owner/Manager
Mario Maez - Assistant Manager

Lance Ross
District Manager

Off: (575) 894-9077
Fax: (575) 894-0757
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,
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HOME FURNISHINGS
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FAMILY FUNERAL HOME, INC.

SIERRA CREMATORY, L.L.C.

MICHAEL KIRIKOS

303 N. Cedar St. • PO Box 112
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
Telephone
(575) 894.2574
Facsimile
(575) 894.6815

FREELANCE COMPUTER SERVICES
• New Setups
• Network Drives/Printers
• Maintenance/Repairs
• Wifi Hotspots
• Backup Solutions
• Video Surveillance
(with remote viewing

• Much More
• Over 10 years experience

CALL LOUIE (575) 915-7034

EL RANCHO POODLES
307 N. Maple
TorC, NM

Hours: EVERYDAY
7 AM – 6 PM

BEULAH, TINA or CONNIE
Dog & Cat Boarding
575–894–2017

Dog Grooming

3 0 3 GALLERY
Susan Buhler

Owner

Art and Antiques
Hours: Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

or Call for Appointment 281.615.9654

Desert Flower Florist
& Tuxedo Rental

Toll Free 1.855.229.0042

894–7617 • 508 Broadway
TorC, NM 87901

OPEN TUES THRU SUN • 11 A.M. TO 8 P.M. CLOSED MONDAY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS SERVED TILL 3 P.M.

DINNER MENU STARTING AT 3 P.M.
304 South Pershing Street

For Takeout Call (575) 740.7804

www.latitude33torc.com

HOT SPRINGS
WELLNESS CLINIC

Cannabis Consultant

565 Daniels St.,
TorC, NM 87901

Cell (575) 740.0427
drjoannlovemd.com

Joann Love M.D.
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Lift Off at last year’s Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta

A Haven for Senior Winter Visitors,
Sierra County Also Provides Ample 
Recreation for ‘Young at Heart’ Residents

By Carlos Padilla
With its abundant sunshine and a nearly 

nonexistent measure of annual snowfall, Sierra 
County is an ideal vacation destination for 
tourists and ‘snowbirds’ alike. For that and other 
reasons, the area has long been a popular place 
for senior citizens.
Each year, the population of this south-central 

New Mexico community skyrockets as autumn 
approaches. Autumn’s arrival in New Mexico 
typically coincides with the arrival of much 
colder weather in the northern and eastern 
United States. With a variety of health benefits 
derived from sunny surroundings and increased 
recreational opportunities, it’s no wonder Sierra 
County destinations like Truth or Consequences, 
Elephant Butte, Hillsboro and other towns are 
hotbeds of senior citizen activity.
And with the Activity Center, the Sierra Joint 

Office on Aging, the Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program, and a host of senior-oriented clubs and 
groups at the disposal of visiting and resident 
seniors, the fun is sure to continue throughout 
the autumn, winter, spring and summer.
A WIDE ARRAY OF CHOICES
Whether you choose the outdoors as your 

playground or a more urban setting for pleasure, 
Sierra County has something for everyone.
For those who prefer fresh-air pursuits, a wealth 

of opportunities awaits here.
Grab a fishing pole, lace up the hiking boots, 

mount the mountain bike or throw on the walking 
shoes and hit the great outdoors.
Turtleback Mountain, the Luchini Trail, 

Elephant Butte and Caballo lakes, Ralph 
Edwards Fishing Pond and countless miles of 
walking, jogging and biking trails are at the 

See SIERRA on Page C7
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Truth or Consequences / Sierra County 
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3

4
Hwy 195, Elephant Butte
at the Elephant Butte Inn

Lunch 11am–5pm
Dinner 5pm–9pm

Sunday Breakfast Menu
Available 7am–11am

Your Neighborhood Bar & Grill

5

303 Jones St.
TorC, New Mexico 87901
575.894.9866 (YUMM)

PIZZA......PASTA......EXCELLENT BEER LIST

6

BAR-B-QUE
ON BROADWAY

Mon., Tues., Wed. 7am to 4pm
Thurs., Fri. 7am to 8pm

Sat. 7am to 4pm
Closed Sunday

308 Broadway
894-7047
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Armida Baray, Owner (575) 894–2886

315 Broadway St.
Truth or Consequences

NM 87901

2

2260 N. Date
Old K–Bob's Bldg
575.894.0147

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT!

Breakfast Available
Every Morning
7 Days A Week

6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Mon. & Tues.
6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Wed. thru Sun.
6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

7

PACIFIC
GRILL
800 Date Street
TorC, NM 87901
(575) 894.soup

OPEN TUES THRU SUN • 11 A.M. TO 8 P.M. CLOSED MONDAY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS SERVED TILL 3 P.M.

DINNER MENU STARTING AT 3 P.M.
304 South Pershing Street

For Takeout Call (575) 740.7804

www.latitude33torc.com

9

�

GREAT FOOD
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It is more important

than ever!

www.SCSWA.net
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I’m
starting
early.
What
about
you?

SIERRA
Continued fromPage C5
active public’s disposal.
While pursuing these activities, seniors and 

others are reminded to keep their eyes open for 
deer, antelope, bald eagles and other spectacular 
wildlife, so prevalent in the area at this time of 
year.
A bit closer to ‘civilization’, seniors can enjoy 

a round of golf at the Truth or Consequences 
Municipal Golf Course.
A quartet of fishing holes –Elephant Butte 

Lake, Caballo Lake and Percha Dam state parks, 
and the Edwards Fishing Pond in downtown 
TorC– afford anglers plenty of choices and 
venues to land a trophy fish, or to simply catch 
and release.
After a long (or short) day in the ‘wild’, don’t 

think the fun has ended: Truth or Consequences 
is alive with alternate activities that begin with 
the sunrise and end long after sundown.
Unwinding and decompressing activities 

come in a wide variety of shapes and sizes in 
this little corner of the world. Senior-oriented 
dances, games and a host of other activities are 
happening all the time to ensure our more mature 
residents and visitors have plenty to keep them 
busy.
ABUNDANT ACTIVITIES
Among the greatest resources seniors have in 

Truth or Consequences and Sierra County are 
the Civic and Activity Center and the Ken James 
Senior Center, which both are located at 360 W. 
Fourth Street between Foch and Date streets. 
A dedicated group of staffers and volunteers 
have worked very hard to establish and sustain 
a myriad of activities to satisfy even the most 
discriminating senior tastes.

***

The hot mineral baths truly are what started it 
all.
In 1950, during a story conference in a radio 

network’s board room, Ralph Edwards said, 
“I could wish that some town in the United 
States liked and respected our show so much 
that it would like to change its name to Truth or 
Consequences.”
That wish quickly reached New Mexico’s bureau 

of tourism in Santa Fe and, almost as quickly, 
was transmitted to Burton Roach - cattleman, 
state senator and, at that time, manager of the Hot 
Springs Chamber of Commerce.
“Here’s a chance,” the state tourism officials 

said, “to get your mineral baths advertised all 
over the U. S. every Saturday night for free.”
That was all “Super Booster” Roach needed. 

More quickly than you can say, “We’ll be back 
right after this message,” he had local bathhouse 
owners and other business persons lined up and 
backing a city election to officially change the 
city’s name.
The hot mineral water is heated naturally. In 

fact, the entire downtown business section floats 
upon a thick layer of sand and quicksand which, 
in turn, covers a huge pool of 110 degree water.
The Apache Indians knew about the water, as 

did their ancestors before them, and told the 
Spaniards who traversed and settled the area 
before the American cattleman and farmer moved 
in for their benefits. Some of the tales about the 
medicinal qualities of the baths undoubtedly were 
exaggerated, but they couldn’t have stretched the 
truth any more than the fabled Seven Cities of 
Cibola, the cities of gold which attracted the 
Spanish (they turned out to be Indian Pueblos 
of adobe viewed from a distance in the golden 
Southwestern sun).
Almost all of the pueblos the explorers saw have 

disappeared, but the mud springs which gave 
youthful, uplifting spirit to those who took the 
baths are still flowing, even the Ponce de Leon 
spring in Truth or Consequences’ Yucca Lodge.
Everett Reb, writing in the Chaparral Guide 

several years ago, said no one seems to know just 
how the strongest of all the area’s springs came 
to be known as Geronimo Spring, although there 
is no doubt that the Apache war chief was in this 
area and knew of its existence.
He was a good friend of Victorio, chief of the 

Ojo Caliente (Warm Springs) Apaches who 
inhabited this area, and the two spent some time 
together, as both were captured here at about the 
same time by the U. S. Army.
So important were the springs to the Indians that 

the area surrounding them, by unwritten law, was 
considered neutral territory.
No matter how often the different tribes warred 

with one another, the fighting ceased within the 
areas where the springs are located.
Some of the springs were said to have specific 

medicinal properties by the Indians.
Some were attributed with the power to cure 

skin diseases, while others took the ache from 
swollen joints.
The greatest cure of all was said to be the white 

mud found in some springs, which was said to 
have electric power. Women who used it as a 
face pack, it was said, would be transformed into 
beauties after only a few treatments.
Despite the fame of the hot springs, very little 

development of the area occurred until about 

Hot Mineral Waters
1856 when four Spanish families settled at Las 
Palomas Hot Springs.
The first bathtub, crude though it may have 

been, is believed to have been chipped out of 
stone by Union soldiers stationed here during the 
Civil War.

Take a Drive on the Wild Side
By Bryan Basham

Numerous county, state and federal roads and 
highways crisscross Sierra County. While many 
of these routes may appear to go nowhere in 
particular, sometimes it is what you may see 
along the way that matters, rather than the 
destination.
In a throwback to the days of the ‘Sunday 

drive’, my parents introduced me to the relaxing 
pass time of just looking at the country around 
us. Since several major bodies of water are 
located within Sierra County, abundant amounts 
of wildlife are here as well. And since the 
majority of roadways shadow the waterways, 

you could be pleasantly surprised to see many 
natural wonders as you drive along.
When you mention wildlife and watching in the 

same sentence, most local residents and repeat 
visitors think of the Bosque del Apache, a natural 
wildlife refuge famous for its avian population. 
But not all wildlife have wings, some also have 
fur. So the next time you are driving in the early 
morning or late afternoon, pull off to the side of 
the road and take a look around. You will see 
some striking scenery, you might see a bird or 
two; and if you are lucky enough, you might see 
something ‘wild’ seeing you.

***
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK. CALL OUR PROFESSIONAL AGENTS OR COME SEE US!

Jeanette Stevenson
575–740–0339

MEMBER SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF REALTORS

(575) 744–5283
507 Highway 195 • P. O. Box 450 • Elephant Butte, NM 87935

SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

www.homesteaders–realty.com

EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

Cathy Vickers,
Broker 575–740–0003

Rachel Woodard
575–740–0012

Jeanette Stevenson
575–740–0339

Cathy Vickers
575–740–0003

Rachel Woodard
575–740–0012

MLS 20172210 – 302 Lakeshore Dr. A great family home 
offering over 2000 sq. ft. of living area. Beautifully remodeled/
updated kitchen and baths, metal roof, new flooring, ref. Air, 
small view of the lake. Priced to sell at $168,000. Call Cathy.

MLS 20172157 - 102 Canadian Circle. 40 X 30 RV GARAGE 
with 1/2 bath.  Great family home with 3 BR’s, 2 BA, living room, 
dining room, spacious kitchen, refrig. air.  Over 1/2 ac lot with 
fenced area for garden or pets. Priced at $210,000. Call Cathy

MLS 20171892 - 134 Camino Encantado EB RV LOT 1 bdrm, 
bath, 1993 Park Model 400 sq ft 1 car garage 40’ x 75’ lot 
$32,000.

MLS 20171991 - 408 Van Patten TorC Mobile Home Park in the 
Hot Water District Includes 5 spaces with 2 16’ x 80 ‘ MH’s .48 
acre lot $190,000.

MLS 20164268 - 1196 N Riverside Dr. TorC Across from the River 
3 bdrm, 2 bath, 1981 MH 1232 sq ft 1 car garage.19 acre lot 
$59,400.

MLS 20160721 - 605 Sierra Vista Drive TorC Great Deal 4 bdrm, 2 
bath, 1978 SF 2031 sq ft 2 gar garage .28 acre lot $132,900.

207 Lakeshore Dr at the lake. A two owner home in immaculate 
condition. Over 1780 sq ft of open living area, lots of windows 
for natural light. 3 car garage, and an inground pool in the back 
yard. MLS 20170228. Priced at $199,000.00 Call Cathy at 575-
740-0003

MLS 20172625 - 908 Yucca. A fantastic family home. Offering 
over 2300 sq ft, 4BR, 3BA, remodeled/updated kitchen, huge 
living room, formal dining room, travertine tile in high traffic 
areas, ref. air, roof is under 10 yrs old. SW landscape,fenced 
back yard. MUST SEE. $179,000. Call Cathy.

20173118 - 205 Kiowa Loop: 3 Bedroom 2 Bath 1568 Sq Ft 
Manufactured home on 0.32 acre lot. $59,500

20172563 - 110 Black Range: 4 Bedroom 3.5 bath 3086 sq 
ft home on large lot. Beautiful views of Turtleback Mountain. 
$165,000

20170882 - 5029 Mescal Dr: Cute weekend Lake home. 2 Bdrm/ 
2Bath. Fenced yard with carport. Open living area. $48,500

20171670 - 48 Boat Dock Rd: Walk to the Lake. 2 homes on this 
large lot. 1986 3 Bdrm/2 Bath 2352 sq ft manufactured home, with 
huge addition. Second home is a 2 BD/1BA, large garage/shop. 
$250,000
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Socorro County Non-Profit Groups Booth Registration & More Info: 
(575)835-5688 • pas@nmt.edu • nmtpas.org

Elephant Butte Inn & Spa
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"Backyard Barbecue"
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Sierra County Attractions/Services
Motels and apartments provide accommodations 

for the visitor to Truth or Consequences and other 
travelers, ranging from small, modest lodgings 
to resort types with health spa facilities.
At the state’s largest body of water, there is the 

hotel comfort of Elephant Butte Inn at the Butte 
and the rustic setting of the Damsite Recreational 
Area’s rental cabins.
Restaurants in Truth or Consequences, Elephant 

Butte and throughout Sierra County offer a full 
range of foods, from fast service sandwiches 

and take-out dishes to specialty dinners from 
charbroil steaks to Mexican food favorites.
Complete medical services are available 

within the community, provided at Sierra Vista 
Hospital, Ben Archer Clinic and doctors’ private 
practices.
Geronimo Springs Museum, located at 211 Main 

St., offers exhibits focusing upon the history of 
the city and county. The Ralph Edwards Wing 
displays mementos of the events of the annual 
Truth or Consequences Fiesta.
Truth or Consequences also has a well-stocked 

public library, located on Library Lane, which 

contains a section about Southwestern history, 
which is considered one of the finest in the 
state.
Many spots are available for picnicking. Ralph 

Edwards Park, near the downtown area on the 
banks of the Rio Grande, has more than adequate 
picnic facilities. Other spots are available along 
the river between the city and Elephant Butte 
Lake, and at Elephant Butte Lake, Caballo Lake 
and Percha Dam state parks.

ABOUT THE CHAPARRAL GUIDE
The Chaparral Guide is a product of The Herald Publishing Co., Inc.

Call Cindy or Justin
For Advertising Rates and Deadlines!

Phone (575) 894.2143 � Fax (575) 894.7824
email: herald@torcherald.com


